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With each passing day, the threat of an unprecedented drought seems
closer to reality. Desperate farmers have sown paddy two to three

times, only to see the crop wither. In 25 out of 36
sub-divisions in the country, rains have been scanty
or deficient. This monsoon is turning out to be

Amit Bhattacharya | TN -

== he most telling evidence

labhgarh town  of
Haryana comes not from

but from inside a retail store. It’s past
lunchtime and Mahavir Tyagi ap-
pears to be taking an afternoon sies-
ta in his well-stocked seed and fer-
tilizer shop. Not that this 30-some-
thing retailer and farmer needs any
rest. It’s just that he hardly has any
work this year.

“Around this time in past years, I
would be up to my neck in work, sup-
plying inputis'to farmers who come
from surrounding villages. My daily
sales would be in the range of Rs
70,000-80,000. This year, on lucky days,

, sales touch Rs 20,000,” says Tyagi.

‘of farmer distress in
Karnera village near Bal-

its withering paddy fields

“Why would farmers need fertil-

izers when their cropsaren’t getting

water?’’ he asks rhetorically.

The shopkeeper himself owns 22

acres of land in this Tyagi-dominat-
ed village next to the Aravalis. Six of
the 18 acres of paddy he had sown
has been lost. “In the 10 years I've
been farming, I've never seen such a
dry spell. Around 60% of the pafidy
village farmers had sown is gone.
Even the rest is in danger of wither-
ing if it doesn’t rain soon,” he says.

The next 8-10 days, Tyagi says, will
be crucial. “The paddy crop is almost
gone. If rains don’t come very soon,
even the fodder crop would be de-
stroyed. That will badly hit the health
of cattle, miilk prices and farmer’s
livelihoods. Already, fodder rates are
as high as Rs 5/kg. If it gets any

‘worse, farmers wouldn’t be able to

feed their livestock.”

The village is fed by a canal that
brings Yamuna water to the fields.
Though the canal currently has
enough flow, now that Uttarakhand
has had some rains, it can water less
than 50% of the village farms. The
rest have to rely on underground wa-
ter, which hardly suffices for a pad-
dy crop when the ground is bone dry.

"Extrapolate Karnera’s woes and
you get a picture of the crisis facing
most.of north India. As of August 5,
the region had a 40% rainfall deficit.
In many districts, though, the short-
fall ranged from 60% to 80%. With
the E1 Nino phenomenon — that de-
presses the monsoon in India — like-
ly to take effect by early September,
the outlook for the next few weeks
appears bleak as well. :

The season of despair is upon us
and the nation needs to be prepared
for desperate times.
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