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(Goa’s State Regional Plan

suffers a setback

Special Correspondent

PANAJI: Thg Goa govern-
ment’s ongoing project of for-
mulating a - comprehensive
State Regional Plan (RP)
2021, a land-use-plan with
the help of experts and stake-
holders, has received a set-
back with the resignation of
the former town planner
from Delhi, Edgar Bebeu'u
who headed its Task Force.
Mr. Rebeiro, who is also the
adviser to the Chief Minister
on town planning matters, on
Thursday submitted his re-
| signation from the State-level
' steering committee formed to
finalise the RP 2021 after ex-
pressing his displeasure over
non-implementation of his
recommendations.
The Task Force was formed
to formulate the plan after a
public agitation compelled
the erstwhile Congress go-
vernmgnt to scrap a contro-
171 State Regional Plan
thth had been formu-

® Task Force's
~ Suggestions were
never lncorporated

panchayat lel‘t out
<ok plann‘lnq process

ical aspects of the coastal
State. |

The government’s amend-
ments to the State Town and
Country Planning Act, rushed
through while the process of
formulating RP was under
way, to empower the govern-
ment to decide on projects in
the public interest had ruffled
the feathers of members of
the Task force, including
some stake-holders like non-
governmental organisations.

Mr. Rebeiro stated in his

resignation letter that the

proposed RP was seriously
dented because some of the
suggestions put forward by
the Task Force were never in-
corporated.

A draft regional plan 2021,
which was formulated under

the Task Force, is being dis-
cussed at various levels of lo-
cal self government bodies.

Mr. Rebeiro has also stated
that his major recommenda-
tions — freezing major devel-
opment by halting big
constructions till the draft RP
was finalised and all pubhc-
private-partnership projects
be brought under the ambit of
the RP — were never
considered. Sl

When contacted on Friday
by The Hindu, Mr. Rebeiro
confirmed that he had made a
demand for bringing the
whole of Goa under the RP as
he found that a major chunk
of land which came under five
municipalities and a promi-
nent village panchayat was
left out of the planning proc-
ess. It would amount to deny-
ing the right of some people
to participate in the develup-
ment process.

Chief Minister Dlgamhar
Kamat said on Friday that he
had spoken to Mr. Rebeiro
and was confident that the is-
sues would be sorted out.



;,‘Gﬂiﬁ%l@%ﬁ'ﬂlﬁﬁ Tﬁa BT

i I: Crl ?'-%'PTI fr%ﬂ e a1 Sl 39

A aﬂ?ﬂﬁ?ﬂ@raﬁﬂﬁrﬂaﬁwﬁm
= ffai:-a_ I3 % sl ¥ SR
g - e st 51 Fe & 6
@Eﬂﬁﬁlﬂmmﬁﬁéﬂm“
TR e w

3 "”-__ﬁqa;rqmmﬁli%ﬁﬂﬁiqﬂﬂ%{w:rﬂm%j

FUT hS UM Bl THE I T]

05| e & e e A Q2 P

: -mia mﬁmmmaﬁmﬂﬁaﬂaw
- g 17 IR hUS TR M1

Wﬁmﬂémfiﬁwmaﬂﬂé@
mwhrmﬁﬁ:ﬁﬂﬁ waﬁwaﬁaﬁm

FIF TR Fuet 37 1 3. 9% S & T FI
it e 1 S S B fREr &l & S o
Mﬁwﬁmﬂmaﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁwaﬁqm

-f'ﬂﬁ#@%ﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬂaﬁﬁwﬁi



New Delhi
Monday | August 24| 2009

he pioneer

Social forestry scheme

launched in HP

PC Lohumi 28 Shimla

With a view to increase the
green cover and make

. Himachal ‘carbon neutral’ by reducing
emission of greenhouse ‘gases, the
State Forest department has launched
2 new scheme ‘Sanjha Van-Sanjeevani
Van' to ensure more public participa-
tion in afforestation programimes.

The scheme envisages planting of
saplings of medicinal and herbal
plants by each household and ensur-
ing its survival by actively involving
the community, social, cultural and
religions organisations, panchayats,
local bodies and NGOs.

The Forest department has
already started distribution of medi-
cinal and herbal plants and selected
species of plants which will . provide
fodder and fuel and also absorb carbon
and other greenhouse gases.

Alarmed at the depletion of green
cover, especially in thickly populated
urban and rural areas, the
Government launched the novel
scheme to motivate and encourage
people to plant medicinal and herbal
plants to expand and revive the green
cover and also attract the attention of
people over rapid environmental
degradation, threatening the eco-sys-
tem of fragile hills.

First Chief Minister YS Parmar
had launched the ‘Three dimension-

al forest farming’ programme in early-

70s to expand the green cover and also
met the requirements of fuel, food and
fodder. Active people’s participation
was a key component of this pro-
gramme which did not receive the
desired support from the people and
the forest mafia which became active
in the State during the same time took
heavy toll on forests.

The illicit felling of trees became

an environmental, social, economical
and political issue in the State and for-
mer Chief Minister Ram Lal had to
quit in the wake of allegations that his
Government was protecting the forest
mafia. Later, the Government
imposed a blanket ban on green
felling and poaching and successive
Governments  were under
tremendous public pressure to protect
the forests.

Himachal has forest wealth valued
about Rs 1 lakh crore and it was pro-
tecting the forests by depriving the
State of huge revenue. Since the

flora of the State consists of around

3,500 species of plants out of which
about 800 are rich in medicinal value
whereas 165 species are exploited for
commercial purposes. The State is the
largest supplier of chilgoza, kuth,
dioscoria, dhoop, picrorrhiza, valeriana
and ephedra in the country.

Over one crore medicinal plants
will be planted with the help of 520
Joint Forest Management Committees
(JFMCs) under the new scheme.
These committees would plant herbal
plants on 2,500 hectares of area
under different afforestation compo-
nents in the State during the current
financial year and on maturity, 75 per
cent of the income generated from
these plants would go to forest man-
agement committee while the remain-
ing 25 per cent would be retained by
the concerned panchayat..

To make this programme a suc-
cess, the State Forest Development
Corporation would assist JFMCs for
developing skills for handling, pro-
cessing and marketing medicinal’
plants. The State Medicinal Plant
Board has recently signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with
Patanjali Yog Peeth in Haridwar for
marketing of medicinal plants
and herbs.
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