Rainwater harvesting brings new hope in a panchayat In
Uttar Pradesh, says BHARAT DOGRA

AT a timé when a sub-
stantml part of North India i
Suffering from low rainfall
and as many as 47 districts of
Uttar Pradesh have ‘been
declared to “be drought-
affected, the above-expecta-
tion results of a. ramwater
- harvesting . project 1
Mangavaan panchayat
(Chitrakut district, = Uttar
Pradesh) have aroused great
:ﬁn that if good enough
efforts are made, then even
‘fow levels of rainfall can be
“optimally utilised to meet the
e&sennalwater needsof vil-*--
R LR
.. This panchayat is in- ﬂ]ﬂ
fIf’:itha ‘region” of - Bundc!-
"%hand district, ‘'which has
Jong been regarded as a
‘Wwater-scarce area. On 27J uIy
"when I visited Mangavaan, -
‘this area had: recorded below
average rainfall However, even after
Ij"ust 100' mm of rainfall, the water
“Harvesting structures which had been
‘created only a short while.ago were

“fu]l of water. This gives hope to other :

“sarched areas as well

" On 17 July, the rural development
minister of Uttar Pradesh, Daddu

Prasad, accompanied by the district

'magmtrate Hridyesh, visited - this

“panchayat along with other officials

“and media persons They both called.
upnn officials - to learn: from such

"success. If similar. structures can be
‘created, under widely ‘implemented

“programmes like the NREGA, then

deght—reIated distress: and . uncer-

famty can be significantly reduced..

" The Akhil Bhartiya Samaj Seva

Sansthaan (ABSSS) has been work-
ing for several years for drought-.
:_prmfmg small segments- of this
‘region. These efforts received a boost
with help from the Dorabji Tata
Trust for a watershed projgct. The
work in the Mangavaan panchayat
Jhas been taken up under this projct.

~ Thanks to this project, farmland -
Jwhich had been abandoned earlier is

E
.......

again green with cmps of padd}' and;' 1

arhar pulse. As Juglu Mavaiya

explains “We mavaiya tribals lived
_in . the interior Gursarain area of

Mangavaan. A time came when in

this remote area dacoit gangs started

terrorising us and we were fﬂrced to
seek shelter e]sewhem Even when
the threats of this terror decreased,
people did not return to- cultivate

their abandoned land because of pro-
longed drought conditions. But when

we saw that new tanks and ponds are
being built and enough water will be
available to save our crops, then more

and more of our Mavaiya families -

started coming back here to cultivate

the land and as yoti can seg, so much -

of abandoned farmland i IS NOW COV-
ered with paddy”

His wife: Ramsakhi says. “No
work is better than serving mother
“earth But for sometime we had to
‘Tun away as we worried about: the .
security of our children. But now

people are coming to help us and our
fields will be very productive now
lh&[lkS {0 new ﬂppﬁrtumtlea for -
gation.” - -

The ABSSS has helped to con-
struct a
and Ramsakhi This. will provide
moisture to the surrounding land and
also help to irrigate some of the land.
The fertile top-soil dug out from the
pond land was also spread on field,
adding
of about 23 farm ponds that have

been constructed on the fields of var-

ious farmers in this panchayat.
While a typical pond is likely to occu-
py just about 1 per cent of the farm-

land of a farmer on average, it is like-
significant contribution

ly to make a
to the productmty of his farm.

A series of five check dams and.

tanks constitute the main component
of - this watershed project. It is really
heartenmg to see that with just 100

mm of ramnfall till 27 July, all the
structures. - were wa]l filled: withe

water. This was also true for most of
farm-ponds. So .farmers in the sur-
rounding fields can be sure of irriga-
tion for at least one crop.

~ The fields all ‘around have been -
bunded and the land levelled. Soil

and water conservation works have

pond on the fields of Juglu -

- ABSSS says.
still some problems like big herds of

to its fertility. This is only one -

been taken up in such a
way that water flowing
rapidly from the hills will
be stopped at several places
- and directed along a way so
that any direct assault on
il fields as well as sand deposi-
tion there will be avoided.

- Similarly, the existing nul-
Jahs have been used in such
a way that a series of con-
nected tanks can be created
in which the surplus water
" of one can flow to the next.
We saw a tank of very
_clean water which is largely
. the water collected from the
* percolation - frum _upper
SEstruchires i 1 -

- Villagers’ cunfxdmc:e n

this work is évident from
the fact that several of them
have donated their land for
these structure&. A tnbﬂl
- woman, Choti KDL donat-
ed ?64 square metres of land, while'
Habib donated 900 square’ metres.

and Pyarelal 723 square | metres.

- Bhagwat Prasad, director of the
. “Although  there. are

stray cattle harming Crops, on the
whole we're very - optimistic about

‘the benefits. this water-storage and

conservation will bring to agriculture
and trees. The results have been
above our expectations. and we feel

_encouraged to carry tlus wnrk fur-
ther.”

Earliér, this voluntary organisa-
tion’s work in the Tikarya water-:
shed had also yielded good results.
Encouraged by this success it has
taken up water-conservation - on a

larger scale in Chitrakut district with

‘the su pport of the Dorabji Tata

Trust and NABARD, If all goes well,
the: patha. (plateau) part of this’ dis-

trict once known for. water-scarcity

and thirst can become a success-story
of water—hawestmg and, drought-—
prm}f ing.
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