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Govt mulls

50% women

‘quota in panchayats

Mahendra Kumar Singh | Ty

New Delhi: UPA failed to deliver its prom-

ise of 33% reservation for women in Par-
liament and state assemblies within 100
days but it is working to keep its word on
cfmpowerment at the grassroots — by in-
creasing reservation for women to 50%
at the panchayat level.

On Thursday, the Union Cab-
inet is likely to consider a pro-
posal for 50% reservation for
women in panchayats, :
The proposal is to amend Ar-
m, ticle 243D of the Constitu-
i, | tion that currently provi-

e, | des for one-third reserva-
(> ... tion to women
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it is proposed to be increased to50%. It is
through rotation that seats are allotted for
reservation in panchayats. |
The one-third reservation for women
In panchayats camne through the 73rd con-
stitutional amendment during Narasimha
Rao’s tenure as PM. However, it was
Rajiv Gandhi who had first mooted the
idea of empowering women at
the grassroots.

Four states — Bihar, Ut-
tarakhand, Himachal Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh — already
have 50% reservation for
women as states have the pow-
er to bring in amendments in
their state laws to increase

‘women's representation up to
00%. Rajasthan has also an-’

ke i
1k

" nounced 50% reservation to be

implemented in the next pan-
chayat election in early 2010.
On Wednesday, Kerala an-
nounced 50% reservation for
women in panchayats and oth-
er local bodies.



__ so that benefits reach the needy z
poor.-At present, out of the total elected
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NEW DELHI 27 AUG: In a move to
ensure greater representation to women
in the decision-making process at the vil-
lage level, the Union Cabinet today gave
its nod to enhance reservation for
women up to 50 per cent in all the three
tiers of panchayats across the country.

The provision will apply to the total
number of seats filled by direct election,
offices of chairpersons and seats and
offices of chairpersons reserved for
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes.
“The Cabinet approved the proposal for
moving a Bill to amend article 243 d of
the Constitution for enhancing reserva-
tion for women in panchayats at all
tiers from one third to at least 50 per
cent,” the I& B minister, Ms Ambika
Soni, told reporters after the Cabinet
meeting,

Thirty three per cent reservatmn for
women in panchayats was ensured
through the 73rd Constitutional
Amendment during the regime of
Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao,
though it was Rajiv Gandhi who first
mooted the idea.

States lhke Bihar, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh have already enacted legisla-
tion reserving 30 per cent seats for
women in panchayats. -

Later addressing reporters, the Union
rural development minister, Mr C P
Joshi, described the decision as a land-
mark one in keeping with- the commit-
ment made by the government in the
President’s address to Parliament.

Mr Joshi highlighted the importance
of decentralidation and ensuring trans-
parency, accountability and responsive-
ness on the part of the delivery system

representatives of panchayats number-

ing approximately over 10 lakh are

women. With the proposed constitution-

al amendment, the number of elected

women representatives is expected to
rise to more than 14 lakhs.

and the-

Seven new IIMs

NEW DELHI, 27 AUG: The
‘Union Cabinet today approved
setting up of seven new Indian
Institutes of Management
(IIMs) in Tamil Nadu, Jhark-
hand, Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Jammu & Kashmir, Uttara-
khand and Rajasthan. Four of
these IIMs will be set up
during 2009-10 at Tiruchi-
rappalli (Tamil Nadu), Ran-
chi (Jharkhand), Raipur
(Chhattisgarh) and Rohtak
(Haryana), and will be func-
tional during the 2010-11
academic session, the infor-
mation and broadcasting
minister, Mrs Ambika Soni,
told reporters. She said
locations of the three other
IIMs in J&K, Uttarakhand
and Rajasthan will be decided
later. #§ SNS

The amendment is likely to be moved
during the winter session of Parliament.
The National Commission of Women
chairperson Ms Girija Vyas also wel-
comed the Cabinet decision.

There would not be any financial
implication in operationalisation of the
proposal. Rural development ministry
sources said the government is consider-
ing some proposals like spot payment
by banks at the work-site and deploying
gram panchayat representatives In
banks to process the dues to address the
issue of late payments in NREGA.

Mr Joshi has already held one round

of discussions with representatives of

political parties including those from
RJID, BJP, Congress, CPI-M and NCP
and wauld have further consultations.
“Lack . of awareness, delayed payment
of wages and non-maintenance of prop-
er records are affecting implementa-
tion,” Mr Joshi said. The minister of
state for rural development, Mr Sisir
Adhikari, alleged that many states were
not spending the administrative funds.

~ TheStatesman
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50% seats for women
in Kerala civic bodies

Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala on
Wednesday joined states like Chhat-
tisgarh, Bihar and Maharashtra by
- setting aside 50% of elected seats in.
panchayats and all other local bod-
les for women. Announcing this af-
ter a cabinet meeting, chief minis-
ter VS Achutanandan, who is head-
ing a CPM-led LDF government, said
a special session of the assembly
would be convened from September
8 10 17 to bring in the required leg-
islation. “The session will focus only
on the legislation,” hesaid. ..

A liaison committee of LDF part-
ners had last week asked the state
government to reserve 50% seats of
seats for women in panchayats and
local bodies. At present 33% of seats
in civic bodies are constitutionally
guaranteed for women. The law al-
lows states to make amendments to
raise it up to 50%. |

Once okayed by the assembly, the
law would increase women'’s rep-
resentation on administrative pan-
els of civic bodies like standing com-
mittees, giving them a decisive say
on important matters like budget
allocations for welfare schemes,

Greater presence of women on
civic bodies would make formulation
of schemes, budget allocations far
more gender-sensitive. Kerala has 999

Bihar first to give
50% quota to women
in panchayats

PA Is mulling increasing

reservation for women to 50% at
the panchayat level. Bihar was the
first state to give 50% reservation to
women in panchayats in 2005. In
Uttarakhand, women have an
overwhelming 55% representation in
panchayats as many of them
contested even from non-reserved
seats and won. But the state works
through the UP Panchayat Act and is
yet to have its own law. The central
move will pay political dividends to
UPA in the coming assembly election
in Maharashtra and Jharkhand. CPM
leader Brinda Karat welcomed the
move but demanded that government
show the same seriousness about the

- women’s reservation bill. TNy

village panchayats, 152 block pan-
chayats, 14 district panchayats, 53
municipalities and five corporations.
The cabinet also decided to give 12kg
rice free to STs. All school children
who are eligible under the mid-day
meal scheme will also be given 5kg
rice free of cost before Onam. T™~N
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