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Now, Ranchi boasts of own Dutch roses

MANOJ FRASAD
RANCHL DECEMBER 17

T st go Dutch. Ask

Rasitn Kothari, 52, who ook

to commergiil culivation of
Dutch reses in Chandwe village,
niear Ranchi in Tharkhand,

While it hox bern quite some
tirne sinee tech-hacked farming
of roses bogan in the states of
Maharashira, Karnatiks, Delhi
and West Bengal, it wasvet to
start in Jharkhand where the
every day demuand of over 5,000
Drutch rose stems was until re-
cently met by culfivators from
outside the state.

Rasila, armied with a graduati
degree in Botany from Ranchi
University, decided it was about
time the stnte bomssted of its own
Duteh roses.

I 2006, she-set up a farm on
four acres of land prinvdded to her
by beer bashand, Ajit, to grow
Duitch roses and exotic flowers
like jarberaand camation,

The farm was named AR
Fuarm, after the hushand-wife
dun, where four greenhouses
were selup

“In aspan of just two years, |
rivised nearky 60,000 Dutch rose

Dutch roses being grown in greenhouses in Chandwe village near Ranchi,

plantsin the greenhouses, cach
Spread over 3,00 sguare metres
and 6.5 metres high,” said Rasila
She added another 5,80 plants
this Augnist which b set topackup

the production from the current
1,500 to 2000 stems 1o 2500
stems i day, The cost of one stemn
ranges between Bs S und Rs10.
"The specially designed green-

honse ensures a contralled 1em-
perature of 12-25'C, wind velog-
ity and humidity —all necessary
for healthy growthof the flower,

Unlike ordinary roses, Dutch
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roses hawe bong stems of about
10-12 inches, big buls, are
semi-bloomed ind have a longer
vase life.

The plants are rased in rowsof
beds of earth mixed with com-
post. "Apart from watering the
plants, drips are used to provide
nutrients,” said Rasila.

Their company, which employs
sixworkers and a technician,
male an initial investment of Rs
90} akch, and has so fur sold flow-
ersworth more than Rs 60 lakh.

Sinee the Centre's National
Horticulture Bourd had provided
20 percent subsidy, Rasila is out
of debt now, said Ajit.

However, the couple lament
Inck of state suppaort for such ven-
tures, “Since floriculiure is an
employmen! generationvoca-
tion, states like Tripura and Ma-
hurashtra provide 5010 70 per-
cent subsidy in it. But in
Jharkhand, where sofl and cli-
miate are much suitable for
fower cultivation, there isoo
such subsidy, Also, if awhaolesale
miarket of flowers was st up
somewhere close, the middle-
men whio shice sway a huge sum
us traders, could be margin-
alised,” said Ajit.



_ also formed Annadata Farmers'
Club to take up their problems
with the government and agricul-
ture experts.
Adjoining villages such as
Lodipur, Minapur, Rambhadra,
Sindhbari, Hartharpur and
Nuwnda Khord, too, have taken
1o seed farming more seripusly
than earlier.

A fiew ki away from Chakbara,
tive Bindeshwir Prasad Singh and
s won, Amod, who work in close
coordination with Krishi Vikas
Kendra (KVE]) to promote cauli-
flower seed cultivation.

Singh believes in organic farm-
ingand has taught farmers to grow
two crops — potato and maize —
simultancously with cauliflower
seeds in sily loam soil. The three
crops also contribute to cach
other's nutrition,

Singh {70) owns just 2.5 acres of
land that fetches him around 1.5
quintals to 2 guintals of cauli-
flower seeds. He recently pur-
chased twomare acresof land. He,
too, has got g sitver medal in 2007
fram the Indian Vegetable Re-
search Institate at Varanasi for
adopting and sharing multi<crop
method. Farmers, who have fol-
lowed his multi-crop method, are
reaping rich dividends,

_Amod, a first class science

graduate, says. "1 am very happy
h:-lplngmyﬁthnrhlhnﬁnldsmd
wint to take the “Yellow Revolu-
tion' along the length and
breadth of Vaishali, Samastipur
and Darbhanga.”

“My father had a petty eaming
ummwmmhdm
sell most of our paternal [lntt

to support a family of seven,”

agriculture enthusiast, During
1966-67, h:mw:d admllﬂng:
from then |
N Singh to replicate “‘I‘.I!.B iemnt
his t4-acre Langanj (Vaishali)
plot”. Singh, who staved in Lal-
ganj from 1966 to 1973, was suc-
cessful in doing so.

The experimentation, unfortu-
nately, wasn't taken any further,
“Ivwas only when Rajendra Agri-
culture Research Institute was set
upat the village in 2007,
wals

e ———— e ———————— e ——— e e e —

m‘wﬂﬂdlhﬂwchnﬁnlknw-d

haow,” suid Amod.
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Plan to ¢ to connect panchayats

w:ith setcom centre

'I ! :
tunammesm:mﬂnhr

‘seteom centre established in

mwﬂhthu suppdort of the
Space Research Crgn-

nisation (ISHO) to provide in-

stapt  infbrmotion  about

natural ‘resources ot the

grasgroots,

The 18RO-spansored sat-
‘com project Is preparing the
datn base of naturnl resources
and assets in the desert State
ﬁendmtﬂ'}d.ngﬂwnﬂnnuh

district and tehsil The Stote
Natural Hesources Tnformm-
tion System Mnnﬁg&mﬂnt
Board reviewed the
of the project at its third
mesting organised here over
the week-end.

State  Chief ‘Secretary T.

‘Srintvasan, presiding over the

mesting, suid the mnmn slu-
dio established in Jaipur
would be started shortly and
the datn base falling within
the domain of the Agricul-
fure, Irrigation; Forest, Ur-
ban  Development  and

Ground Water Departments
that [ duﬂhd to es-

tablish weather stations ot
the tehsil level in the Stute
and hed spatted the sites for
them al 90 tehsll headguar-
tars, Thirty, of these stations
are pruposed to be construct-
ed in association with the
Agriculture Department this
year. The budpet for estob-
lishment of setcom centres
lhias been enhanced from
Es105 crore 1o Raldoe
crore, while ISRO has agreed
to include telemedicine and

‘education centres [n the pro-

jeel,

Br. Srinivasan said the no-
dal officers were heing ap-
pointed in the departments
concerned for successful m-
plementation of the project.
Additional Chiel Secretary
tAgriculture) S Ahmed, Prin-

cipal Water Resources Sécre-

tary Ram Lubhaya, Principal
Revenue  Secretury  Ashok

Slmmn:nm Principal Forest

Sén'utn; B: L. Arva und Ra-
Jasthan Housing Bonrd chair-

man Lalit Kothari attended
the mesting,
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The Yellow Revolution Men
e
7 s

____SANTOSHSINGH _
PATNA, DECEMBER 17

ROUND this time of the
A‘wam bright yellow Aowery

carpet the fields in seores
of villages in Bihar's Vaishali dis-
trict. They are not mustard crops
waiting teburst into full bloom hut
cauliflower seods that have ush-
ered in & revohation of sorts — Jo-
cals term it “Yellow Revolution' —
i the region,

These seeds — which fetch high
prices as they are completely or-
ganie— are sold weross Bikar, Ra-
Jasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Ma-
harashtra under an exclusive
branid called Vaishali under vari-
ous names like satva begj, green
seedy and fawahar seeds,

While over three dozen villages
under Hajipur, Mahnur urid Lal-
ganj blocks in Vaishali cultivate
canliflower seeds along with other
crops, the entire Chakbara village
near Hajipur is devioted to cauli-
flower seed cultivation.

The cumulative eamning of
around S0 firmers from the sale of
seeds st yenrwats about Rs 50 lakh,

Sanjiv Kumar, 30, who likes 1o
be called *a professional cauli-
Aower seed grower”, told The In-
dian Express: “We are the Yellow
Revolution’ men of Vaishali. High-

quality seeds, sold for up to Rs
4,000 per kg, are reaching seross
the country. It Is tite the central
and state governmenty start giving
us subsidics than only token ap-
preciitions.”

Sunjiv informs that Bindeshwar
Prasad Singh of the neighbouring
Hariharpur village in Hajipur has
pioneeted the cultivation of cauli-
flower seeds in the region, “Thanks
t0 Bindeshwar Prasad Singh that
youngsters here hove found s
mieans o esrmn money, Cauliflower
Seed farming is o big hit"

Sanjiv, who has earned a silver
medal for agricultural excéllenice
from the Indian Institute of Veg-
efithle Research, Benares, said that
since he did not own enough land,
he had started contruct farming.

Farmers sow cauliflower plants
i July and sell the vegetables —
grown in two-thirds of their land
—tv November-December, leav-
ing one-third of the crop for grow-
ing cauliflower seeds. The seed is
harvested during February and
March. A katha (1361 sq ft) vields
7-8 kg of seeds. Chokbara grows
the seeds inover 100 acres of land

Dwarik, another young farmer,
said thut villagers, some three to
four Years ago, wanted 1o switch
OVET 10 potaid and tomato after
they lost their cauliflower crops to

ol
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Farmers sow cauliflower plants in July and sell the vegetable — grownin
two-thirds of their land — by November-December, leaving one-third of the crop for
growing cauliflower seeds. The seed is harvested during February and March. A katha
(1361 sq ft) yields 7-8 kg of seeds, Chakbara grows the seeds in over 100 acres of land

farmers use a micro-natrient
called boron towead out black rot.
A grotip of young farmers has

State  Farmers'  Commission.
There we learnt how to stem the
rol from plants.” he said. The

disenses. “Then, we decided to
train ourselves al the Indizn Inkti-
tute of Vegetable Research of the
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Rural job plan a carbon-credit spinney?

Aurangzeh Nagshband|
B el e B sl o

NEW DELHE As the world eoniin:

‘s o bt e efimate change in
Copenhagen, the rural dewlop-
ment ministry is jocking to reap
some green benefitz at home.

Wi vondueting studies Lo
epsimitify this vaduic o cobon erad-
ks generated through the
Natipnal Rurnl Employment
Ganrnnbee Act (NREGA) setiv:
llrjfmnﬂthlﬂ. flands can fiow into

ruaral seaomy.

The wrld's largest socinl seca-
Fity scheme — in terms of poeo-
ple corvered and momey spent b
et rurnl poverty— his ore-
afed "Ereen jobe" sich ns witer
servition ard bind development.

"Absout W) per cent ol NREGA
works sre green jobs. These lme

» National Rural Emplayment
5 million green jobs in rural India.

dlepleting water table ard defor-

estzition, " s o ministey ol

whit dielin't wish L e Identified.
Htieh eountries van make up

part of thelr emiss

Lurgets by funding projects that

redige preenhinuse gus oatpat in

humnuh-mhumuhtm

HTFiLE T'IIITH

devednping entaniries. These proj-
&tﬂmﬁrﬂ-ﬂdﬂrﬁm‘@iﬁs
earbon svoided — enn he
Brtight by firrns or ginsermments
Carbon trading was fins =2 up

under the Kyoto protocal.

I brense of

Sty pud, corbaan eredits e
the cirreney for buying and sk
ingz the right to pollute.

The ministry Sty it
I thie works dong under NREGA
can help it earn monsy through
carbaon trading.

The UIPA's flagship job scheme
s ervated shot 5 millicn green
Jobws s lsre.

rises fronn | bilfioe borshes per year
wﬂ'hﬁnm i ynr by
20ala2. Under Tarcjic-

sions could rls.ehtu ﬁ,ﬁhmim
Liimines per yoar

'I"mnﬁﬁm-_y-hmr:wihmu-
sultants to find the et natore
nme] st oocles of Ehe green Jnha
Thieyy will slso deterniini §
serviess provided under the
sheme eouled gt frvenue
Ehrmugh earbon trnding

“Poor are st vulrswablis 1o
pliskanl warming .., Thore is an
e msdmmadyl‘hepmw
impact of NREGA of climats
change” the officin] said,



