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when nine of these schemes came to be known as
‘flagship’ schemes. They covered impor
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gram, were the main campaign planks of the UPA in
ant areas like the recent elections. Triumphant Congress MPs are

school education, mid-day meals, rural health, sanita- claiming that it is the success of these flagship
tion and drinking water, polio immunization, employ- schemes that led to their victory. Here is a snap re-

ment guarantee and care of pre-school children.
These, along with the mega Bharat Nirman pro-

view of the flagship schemes. Judge for yourself
whe'mer the hype about their success is justified.

National Rural
Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(NREGS)

Ministry of Rural Development

544,480 aooc0
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The most publicized of the flag-
ship schemes, it was launched
in 2006 and rolled out over the
country in phases. It is sup-
posed to provide 100 days of
work at minimum wages to all

registered applicants in rural ar-

eas. NREGS has so far generat-
ed over 391 crore persondays of
employment (a personday is
one person working for one
day). Over Rs 44,480 crore have
been spent. Implementation has
been highly uneven across
states. The share of registered
households given work varies
from as high as 73% in Ra-
jasthan, 68% in Chhattisgarh
and 63% in Assam to a dismal
13%:in Maharashtra, 30% in Gu-
jarat and 31% in Orissa. Similar-
ly, the average number of days
-of work given also varies from
79 in Rajasthan and 63 in MP, to
22 in Bengal, 28 in Bihar and 33
in Gujarat. On average, NREGS
has given 48 days of workto
-about 50% of the 100 million
registered jobcard holders.

Integrated Child
Development
Services (ICDS)

Ministry of Women &
Child Development
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32,000 coor0n

This mammoth scheme pro-
vides nutritional supplements,
health check-ups and immu-
nization coverage to children up
to the age of 6 years to reduce
mortality and disease. It also
provides nutritional supple-
ments to pregnant and lactating
mothers. These services are de-
livered through a vast network
of 12.43 lakh anganwadi cen-

| ters. Of the estimated 20 crore

children in the 0-6 years age
group, over 7 crore (35%) are of-
ficially benefiting from ICDS. -
Running since 1975, ICDS has
been restructured in recent

'years with NGOs being given an

incréasing share of work. Over
Rs 32,000 crore have been spent
on the scheme since 2001, main-
ly on food. Day to day running
has suffered due to irregular
and insufficient funding. Food
quality has deteriorated greatly
in many centres. The govern-
ment needs to infuse more
funds, compensate the workers
better, improve service quality.

1

Jawaharlal Nehru
National Urban
Renewal Mission
(JNNURM)

Ministry of Urban Development

s /,428cr o009
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Nearly one-third of India now
lives in urban areas. Cities and
towns are in dire need of ex-
pansion of basic services like.
roads, sewerage, electricity,
housing etc. JINNURM was
launched in 2005 to build basic
infrastructure, improve gover-
nance and provide basic facili-
ties to the urban poor in 63
cities over seven years. Funds
were to come from Center,
state and the local bodies. JN-

. NURM has suffered severe de-

ays mainly because of states

- hesitating to change local

laws fearing political back-
ash. Although it was sup-
posed to provide Rs 31,500
crores for projects submitted
by 65 cities, the Centre has re-
leased only about one-fourth
of it. There are gaps in state
and local body fund availabili-
ty too. The other component
of JNNURM, related to provid-
ing basic services to urban
poor, has also suffered a

- worse fate.

Polio Eradication

Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare

9,000 o509
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Launched in 1994, Pulse Polio
drastically reduced polio cases
by 2000, and India was on the
verge of becoming polio-free.
But a few pockets are now

showing resistance to immu-

nization. There are fears that, if
not controlled, polio may .again
become rampant. Although
nearly Rs 9,000 crore has been

spent on polio immunization in

the past 5 years, confirmed -
cases jumped to 559 in 2008.
Now, the government is think-
ing of going in for the injectible
vaccine, used in the West. This
will mean huge cost escalation,
as it costs 20 times more than
the oral version. While the gov-
ernment bumbles its way
through this, there has been a
neglect of the routine immu-
nization programme, which .
protects-against many other
deadly diseases. In the same
period, routine immunization
has got just Rs 5,000 crores,
covering just 44% of children.

\The ninth flagship scheme,”

‘pertaining to drinking water,

is undet Bharat Nirman. .
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THE TIMES, OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2009

Mahendra Kumar Singh | TNN

New Delhi: Realising the vote-gar-
nering potential of social sector
schemes which ensured UPA's victory;
the government is set to re-draw the
contours of its flagship NREGS by con-
verging the entire gamut of “similar”
rural development programmes to gen-

NREGS which will facilitate genera-
tion of more employment avenues
without much additional burden on
the government exchequer.

" Planpanel is also keen to implement
the flagship programime more vigor-
ously in states like Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Ra-
jasthan where job demand is high. “We

erate more employment : - should be looking more
avenues. AN 8 at implementing NREGS
Sources said the gov- _ Eais v e 1  in those states where the
ernment was workingon demand for it is more, es-
a proposal to bring out & pecially in the central In-
Convergibility Guide- dian states,” Shah said.
lines-to strengthen the ol In its second innings,
flagship scheme to en- T UPA wants to improve
sure livelihood opportu- S the implementing mech-
nities to rural masses. & v anism by pushing ag-
Planning Commis- =3 gressive reforms in gov-
sion, which is working e RN ernance to ensure that
with rural development FOR CONCRETE RESULTS benefits of the scheme
ministry to finalise the reach the rural masses.

guidelines, argues that the proposal will
help the government meet the demand
for hike in wages and increase in em-
ployment days assured to each house-
hold under NREGS. The proposal of
converging NREGS with other schemes
will allow the government to increase

wages and raise the number of days of
employment to households, plan pan-

o] member Mihir Shah said. ~
According to sources, the guide-
lines would allow funding a compo-
nent of one flagship scheme from an-
other like for building a house under
Indira Awas Yojana, the labour com-
ponent can be provided through

«“wWe should embark on aggressive re-
forms in governance in the 200 most
backward districts or even better in
1,000 most backward blocks,” Shah said.

The plan panel is of the view that
merely pumping money through direct
cash transfers is not enough. Shah, as-
signed tolook after rural development

o

in the commission, said it was crucial
“tp ensure that funds were translated

into toncrete results by putting appro-
priate mechanisms inplace. “Theneed
is to deploy high quality manpower and
transparent accountability system that

will ensure-accountability and stake-

holder participation,” Shah said.



