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Dead river comes to life

Balbir Singh Seechewal’s efforts give Punjab village a 51gnlﬁcam facehﬁ

o

; Geetika Bhagat
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' efore 1960s, the 160-
km-long Kali Bein
: river in the village of
- Sultanpur Lodhi in Kapurthala
district of Punjab was a healthy
source of water for the l'DCdIS
The river was also an object of
reverence for it is believed
that Guru Nanak had bathed
in it every day for 15 years
before laying the foundation of
Sikhism. _
_ The 60s saw industrialisa-
. tion take place in the state
and with it began the degener-
:-ation of the river. It was filled
+ with garbage and industrial
. waste and thanks to the apa-
. thy of administration, by 90s
- the river was virtually trans-
. formed into a drain full of stag-
. nant water that emitted foul
. smell.
When people thought that
. the river was neéaring its death.
it was Balbir Singh Seechewal
- who took up the task of clean-
mg up the river A college:
dropout, Seechewal had
ah dy given up the matenal |
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smnaryfe 510 :"athmys
and con :- %e“’henhe
heal‘d___ Eﬁnvers plight, he

ter 15 not just' water but

with his mission, people got

h campaign and stretched his
b .msylred by his nbsessmn and

efforts till Dhanoa, the river's
starting point. Enmurdged by
Seechewal effnrts thousands
of peuple lined up to help for
the ‘saint of the roads’ who
had made environmental
" activism_trendy. Everyone
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:""'k_,e,d _the peuple nnt{ 3 throw

~ ask wanted to be seen cleaning the
_ggarhage into the mfﬂ Kali Bein. |
d the 1als t By the beglﬂmng of 2006,

. dented success. The Kar Seva,

IﬂlSSlDﬂ entered a new phase
where hed of the 35 km stretch
ﬂf the river was deepened. “As
| e:g"wer began to get cleaner
and cleaner; it began to come
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‘(Above) S&euhewaf-at the cleaning dri#e_ on the banks of Kali Bein (beIﬁW} The river after it's cleaned

- the project was seeing unprece-

_that’s what ‘people called the

back to life. And with it
returned the happiness,” says
Seechewal. _
The results of his hard
labour are for all to see. The
perennial problem of water pol-
lution is no more and sewer
water is being treated for use
in irrigation. “We import fertil-
1zers from other countries but
we don’t know that we've
enﬂugh 1 our own country. It

- feels nice when you do some-

thing for your country,
mankind .and the e’nvir{'m-

ment,” says Seechewal.
Bisht and Seechewal will Teatur& in
Unsung Heroes to be arred on 9X
- foday
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