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NATURE’S FURY: The da

namool Congress-led panchay-
ats in the affected areas for their
“inaction.”

Both the government and the
Opposition, however, continue
to ignore the grim prognosis
made time and again by experts
about the Sunderbans — the
largest mangrove forests in the
world and the home of millions
of people and the endangered

Royal Bengal Tiger — becoming

extinct in less than 50 years
unless permanent measures are
adopted to prevent erosion of
river embankments.

The 3500 km long embank-
ments in the Sunderbans were
built by the then zamindars over
100 years ago. These clay and
brick structures, weakened by
time and neglect, are simply
unable to withstand the ferocity
of the rushing sea waters.

Alla wreaked has left 1.6 lakh pe

Floods occur there regularly,
though not as devastating as
this time’s. Experts suggest
replacement of the present 6-8
feet tall dykes with concrete
embankments 18-22 feet tall
and 100 feet wide at the base, to
stop the gushing waters. All
human habitation within 200
metres of these embankments
must be shifted. These plots of
agricultural land and homes
have to Dbe replaced Dby
plantations.

True, such huge construction
and rehabilitation of a stagger-
ingly large number of people will
require massive funds. But that
is exactly what is necessary 10
save the Sunderbans, eXperis |
say. Neither the state govern-
ment, nor the Centre, however,
have shown any concern to pre-
empt this disaster.

] - sl g = e, hide! g : 5 L
_'.-l-l.l 3 - . i - - -

ople homeless in Sunderbans

SUTAPA Bhatlacharya, a

homemaker who arrived
from Singapore on Saturday
night with high fever and was
packed off to Beliaghata’s
Infectious Diseases hospilal
as a suspected swine flu
patient, walked out of the
hospital on Sunday morning
with two hapless nurses not
knowing what to do. Dumped
in an isolation ward and told
that her blood sample could
be collected only on Monday,
Sutapa said she could no
longer withstand the mos-
quito bites and soO was return-
ing to her home in Kalyani!
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