DELHI

THE HINDU » MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2009

Go green with gusto!

FOOD Organic
farming is the
way forward

rganic farming is in-
creasingly gaining at-
tention from farmers as
well as consumers. It is
a form of agriculture that re-
lies on crop rotation, green
manure and biological pest
control without the use of
chemical fertilisers. Animal
dung, crop residues, bio fer-
tilisers from agro-industries
and food processing units are
some of the potential sources
of nutrients of organic farm-
ing. With environmental
awareness and concern in-
creasing in general public, the
mode of farming is gaining
momentum.

M.R.Morarka-GDC Rural
Research Foundation, which
came into existence more
than a decade ago, is a non-
profit organisation helping
the farmers to adopt organic
farming. It came to Rajasthan
as a blessing as this is a sprin-
kler-based system requiring
very less water, ideal for a wa-
ter-starved land. Its results
are very much visible in the
Shekhawati and other regions
of the State, where the Foun-
dation is active.
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G0 NATURAL Organic farming is gaining popularity

Organic products might be
available off the shelf in our
cities but there are a few
myths which still need to be
dispelled. Clearing the air,
agriculture scientist Mukesh
Gupta says, “The retailers
make the cost of organic
products high as the produc-
tion is Iess than the consump-
tion.” He further adds, “The
low-yielding organic agricul-
ture systems are friendlier to

the environment and more
sustainable than high-yield-
Ing systems. Organic plant
foods are far more beneficial
to health than the eonven-
tional ones.” Mukesh’s point
of view is corroborated by
some farmers of Nawalgarh in
the Shekhawati region , who
believe that their productiv-
ity and profits have increased
through organic farming.
Khem Chand, who is practis-

b

ing this kind of farming for
over a decade now, says, “Our
crops are of very good quality
and are sold at high prices.
Now we do not have to spend
money on costly pesticides.
More and more farmers are
adopting this method.”

Organic farming has many
benefits. Itreduces the level
of pollution andhuman and
animal health hazards by re-
ducing the level of residue in
the product. Such farming re-
duces the cost of agriculture
production and also improves
the soil health and the chem-
ical and physical properties of
the soil. Interestingly, Indian
farmers were basically orga-
nic farmers before the advent
of inorganic fertilisers and
chemical pesticides.

No certification

Every farmer can choose
and develop a suitable com-
post process depending upon
his needs and resources. Ka-
mal Morarka, aleading indus-
trialist from Rajasthan and
the founder of the Founda-
tion, says, “For organic food
we need the help of only the
Central Government and that
too for certification as there is
no Indian company to issue
certificates for organic
products.”

S.M. AAMIR
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