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An uprooted tree on Vivekananda Road in Kolkata on Monday. 1§ Sh
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i Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, 25 MAY: At least 30 people
including eight women, were killed and
over one lakh people rendered homeless
after a devastating cyclonic storm, Aila, hit
the southern districts and the city this
afternoon.

The storm, with a windspeed of 100 kilo-
metre per hour, hit the city at around 2 pm.
uprooting hundreds of trees and killing at
least seven people. Thereafter, the storm
blew through Howrah, Hooghly and
Burdwan districts and was moving north,
Met of ficials said.

The scale of devastation was so severe
that the Army was deployed in the worst-
affected blocks in North and South 24-
Parganas for rescue operations.

The cyclone also hit coastal areas of
neighbouring Bangladesh, where at least
nine people were reportedly killed, and sev-
eral thousands of houses washed away in
tidal waves. Coastal Orissa also experienced
incessant rains, heavy rains and tidal waves
that dislocated normal life, but no casualties
were reported, |

Seven of the deceased were residents of
Kolkata while nine were from South 24-
Parganas. Unofficial reports said seven peo-
ple died in Howrah during the storm. Three

persons were killed in Hooghly, two deaths
were reported in Midnapore East and one
each in Bankura and North 24-Parganas.
Mr Asim Dasgupta, state finance minister,
however, could confirm only nine deaths
till the afternoon. He said the toll could rise
further. Several thousand houses and more

Large parts of Kolkata went without
electricity due to damaged cables

Control rooms were set up at
the Writers’ Buildings

Calcutta University has cancelled all
examinations for Tuesday

than 100 river embankments were dam-
aged in North and South 24-Parganas.
Crops worth several lakh rupees have been
destroyed. Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh announced an ex gratia relief of Rs
two lakh to the kin of each of those killed
in the cyclone even as the Centre mobilised
the disaster relief mechanism.

Leave of employees belonging to depart-
ments like health, disaster management and
relief have been cancelled, Mr Dasgupta
said. He added that medical teams would
be visiting the affected districts to stop out-
break of waterborne diseases. Three state

ministers were sent to South 24-Parganas to
supervise rescue operations.

In the city, the storm blew down scores
of trees that fell on roads and blocked traf-
fic. Large parts of Kolkata are also going
without power today after cables were
snapped in many places. -

Earlier today, the chief minister held a
meeting with Mr Dasgupta and senior of fi-
cials at Writers’ Buildings after weather-

~men predicted that the storm would hit

Sagar Island around 1 pm. and would pass
through Kolkata. Contro] rooms were
opened at Writers’ immediately and district
magistrates of all south Bengal districts
were alerted. People living in the coastal
areas and Sundarbans were advised to
move to higher areas. “Preliminary reports
say that at least 1 lakh people were ren-
dered homeless. Of them 80,000 people
have been rescued till late this afternoon,”
Mr Dasgupta said. Apart from Army
jawans, employees of the state civil
defence department, forest department,
and district police are also carrying out res-
cue operations.

Because of the storm, trams were with-
drawn from city roads. Train and flight
services were also disrupted. Calcutta
University has also called off all exams
scheduled for tomorrow. j
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