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Trouble on the farm, output to fall

UPA'S BIG WORRY Climate change roils India's agriculture, threaiens livelihood of 670 million

HEW DELHE Crver Uhie st 48 hours,
Indix's ruling combine had two
ressons for euphoriz: electoral
triumphs in thres states and the
announcement that the seono-
oy will grow by 6.5 per cont this

But a footnote in the gco-
nomie data has revenled how
the etphoria msst be put aside

iately, as climate changs

poses the next big political chal-
lenge for the Congress party.

season of withering drou-

ght and damaging rainstorms

iz predicted to cut India’s agri-

aultural sutput by & per cent,

despite a 400 per cent rise in

A SEASON OF DROUGHT
AND RAINSTORMS IS
PREDICTED TO CUT
INDIA'S AGRICULTURAL
GROWTH BY 2 PER CENT

rural spending an jobe und infra-

structure by the government
Minister Manmo-

since Prime
han Singh took office in 2004
With climate-change models
predicting harsher droughts,
storms and foods across India
as the sarth warmas, rescuing
the livelihoods of 670 million
Lreckimrie whio survive on fumiing

arange of experts told the HT.

“Diespite fiseal and monetary
stimulus packages, there ars
strong risks emanating from
poar monsoans that could delay
the reco in the seonomy,
said N.R.mllflia.numurth}z pro-
feszor at the National Institute
of Public Finance and Policy, o
Dielhi think-tank,

Beientists prediet a best-
worst-Case temperature
rise anywhere from L1 o 6.4 deg
€. But even n half-degree rise
in Indin — the workd's second-
largest wheat producer — will
reduce whest vield by o fourth.

“The situation will be sub-
stantiafly worse by 2060,

marked by higher temperatures
that will eertainly affect Indiak
wheat yield," said Gerald C.
Nelson, a senior selentist, who
led a study completed last
mionth by the International Food
Policy Research Institute
({IFPRI} in D.C.

Nelson said it was "erucial”
for rural incomes to keep going
up besause people with better
incomes were more reailient to
climate chinge imy

This year; the LIPA
ment haz a Rs 40,000 crore
budget for its Magship job
seheme against rural poverty,
but it will spend 1/40th of that
on expanding irrigation faeill-
ties. The [FPRI study was based
on two modals evolved in the

intensity of rainfall but what
they agree on is in line with ear-
ler predictions on the monsoom,
India will have stronger
drougits and get more rain, But
the rain will also come in dam-
aging storms, a5 Andhra wit-
néssed Inst month,
About half of India’s farms
depend on rains,
CONTINUED OH PAGE B
= WHY RURAL INDIA MATTERS, P8
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Women BEAR BRUNT |

Ot CLIMATE

Nandita Sengupta | TNN

New Delhi: In Kamlawati's Complerganj
village in eagtern UP's Gorakhpur sum-
iner, winter and monsoon have turned or-
ratic, When did spring start? When was
monscon over? She knew Holl indicated
winter's end when she'd fry paddy in the
two years, Holi's
been ook and paddy's not grown fully ei-
ther as sowring Hsell was dolayed bedanse
of Lite whiter The 52-yearold lsone among

Holiks fire. But the 1ast

millions of women farmers bearing the

brunt of climate change in parched fields,

fooded villages and monmtain dimes. From
walking further to collect water and fire
wood to ploughing Gields, from prematiurs
deliveries o malnutrition, WINTEn are fak-
Ing the first direct hit of altersd climats,
Women's valnerability to climate
change cannot be overstated “It’s the poor
- especially poor women — wheo are moat
vulnerahle, " savs ADB's Ursula Schapfer.
Preuss, referring to s repart that said ry-
ral waomen in developing countries are
among the most affeetsd Eiven thalr lim-
ited access to resources and lnck of deci.
skon-making power
Fish-farmer Shyamali Das of 24 Souih
Parganns knows that firsthand 1t's astrug:
gle managing an Income, Thelr villages
risvizhed by cyclones, the men hengded fo
bl towns for work, Fish yield iz at an all-
Hirme low, “We lost 20 fish specles. Ton years
RE0, we enrned Re 1000 by fishing for a fort-
ridght, now it's fe 300, "says Dpa They usad
to fishelght months, now diratic patterng
hils brought thot down to thres.
In hard times, a woman's the first hit,
For starters, “with less foed tn B0 aroumnd,

it's Invariably the woman wha ghies up-

her food to feed the family"save Harsh
Mander special commissioner of Supreme
Court. Ina report on malnwutrition for the
SO, Mander noted, “Women of every age
have dispropo rtionately higher rates of
malnutrition than men, In India, 2 out of
3 women are anaemic, Economists ac-
knowledpe a phenomenan of what {5 de.
scribed as ‘feminisation of poverty', le,
POFETTY among women i riskg faster than

CHANGE

What Affects Them
H.inihzaress to

resourcas, fivelfhood,
Takes toli on health

» With men migrating to
cities for work, women

are even ploughing fields

poverty among men,”

Thiere are other less obviois impacts.
"In last year's Kosi floods, the biggest prob-
lotn was helping pregnant women. In one
i, out of 15 pregnant ones, elght had
premature deliverias "says Alhtarf Be-
gum, soclal worker in Bihar's Sahares dis-
triet. Trafficking of girds iz also at an all-
time high, says Kantg Marathery, spclal
worker in Chhatisgarh’s Bilaspur

But women are fighting, “In flood s
eas, they're farming at diffarent levels,
ara growing beans which are Creapers,
cucumbers which grow at highar levals,
trving organie and coarse CTOpS,"says
Aditi Chadha Kapoor Oxfan's Econom-
it Justice specialist To manage, Kam
lawatl's tweaked her crop mix; sowing

corn, grovundnut, arbar
= and veggios, Her vwil-
lage’s men too have mi-
grated; women manags
farms and famjjas,

But efforts for survival
o will be bt valn if Kamizwat|

T dCcess government halp
for farmisrs. Stmiply bacaims e
i State doesn't recognize hr &

B e ssa [armer, says
Sandhya Venkateswar
of Wada Na Todo Al
hiyan, also a rigk ana-

In dry fields and floocled
villages, women are the
worst off, forced to walk
farther for water, giving
up their food to feed kids

- lyst at JP Morgan Chase, *The first
i to highlight that 70% farmers in Hraifha
e Women, Interpretation throughout 1
that farmers aro men, and so WO gt
neither eredit nor the benafits of various
schemes, "says Vinluitoswnr Acconling b
the FAD, women prodoes mors Ehan 50 per
cent of food cultivated on the planet. In
Africa; Wonen produce 0 per cent, n Aslg
&0, and In South Ameria upto 40 per eent
In place after place, adds Venlatsswar
woimen are even ploughing faldy,

Kamlowat and hundreds ofhers s
now come togethar to devise n charisr
where they urge it in take Inte accotnt ox.
periences/ learnings of thies atrendy fight
ing climata changt, Recognise women 13
Farmers, i siys, which in itself will redinen
thelr vilnerability “Visthilisirg them is
the first step tn reduce vulnerability Dais
and adivasi women bre worst off beamme
they have the least capacity fo deal will
climatechange as they have s necesy fy
everything, “says Venkataswnr

It's never boen oo bad, Trafitionaily
women have been oustodians of firming
knowlsdge. “Women stored seads, knew
VErions seed varieies, "says Kapoor "Ex.
isting market-lad agrictliure systoms do
not cater lo women,"” Kamlawnti Waita
for mindsets to chenge. as she takes on
climate change
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