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Farmers oppose curbs on groundwater usage

Santanu Banerjes M Mew Delhi

Evm a4 the Union Water
Resources Ministry is
planning to introduce a tighter
regulatory mechanism tocheck
indiscriminate use of ground
water respurces, peasant asso-
ciations are st g protest the

miove as they fieel it would ‘wlim-

inate small and marginal farm-
ers’

Sources said that to check
the ‘indiscriminate use of water
resources’, the Govermment
would resort to a two-pronged
strategy - asking the States to
bring in tighter regulation and
enforce higher water rates for
using irrigation facilities.

Sources in the Water

ELHI

Resource Ministry sald the
need for a mechanism was felt
ag depletion of ground water
level assumed an alarming
propartion in recent months
dhee to a bad and deficient mon-
smn.['hrhighﬂumr_rmtes.:

down in the National Water
Policy 2002.
Sources said the Ministry

tions bath on revising high
er water rates and tighter
water regulation to check indis-
criminate use of ground water
and would like the States to fol-

-

low the examples of
Maharashtra which has set up
a Water Resources Regulatory
Aunthority to regulate the water
charges for irrigation,
However, the move is like-
Iy face stiff resistance as water
is a State Subject, and peasants
organisations are bound to
put pressure on the State
administrations for maintain-
ing status quo on power sub-
sidy for irrigation. Speaking
Te Pioneer, Atul Kumar
Anjaan, general secretary, All
India Kizan Sabha_said: “Why
other States should follow the
Maharashtra initiative? IT they
want to recharge the ground
watérdevel there are ways to
do it by judiciously using rain
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[Reliving Nehru’s dream of Panchayati Raj

water instead of cufting on the
subsidy or revising water
rates.”

miave as this is part of the strat-
egy to eliminate sbout four

Thuughhﬂnjswm
said that no final deadline s
decided as yet on implemen-
tation of these mechanisms,
but Water Resources Minjstry
has agreedwlthlha!'hmniu.
Commission-suggestion that
“Provision of free or sube
sidised power for agriculture
in many States is one of the
factors responsible for indts-
criminate uue of this resoune
{ground water), '

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR: A mega-event for streng-
thening Panchayati Raj institu-
tions will be organised at Nagaur in
Rajasthan this coming Saturday as
part of the golden jubilee celebra-
tions of Panchavati Raj. A special
attraction of the programme will be
a rendition of Jawaharlal Nehru's
reconded . speech of 1959 in the
Lo,

The programme, to be addressed
by former Union Panchayvati Raj
Minister Mani Shankar Aiyvar on

the birth anniversary of the coun-
try’s first Prime Minister, has been
titled “Nagaur chalo: Nehro ka sap-
na saakaar karo®(March to Nagaur:
Realise the dream of Nehru). Mr,
Mehru had laid the foundation of
Panchayati Raj in Nagaur on Octo-
ber 2, 1950,

According to an official relense
here, the event will be crganised
Jjointly by Urmul Khejri Sansthan,
Assoctation of Local Governance of
India, Institote of Social Sciences,
New Delhi, ind the Nagaur Zila
Parighad, Ower 2,000 participants,

including elected representatives
of panchoyats and social sctivists,
will gather at the Zila Parishad on
November 14 morning and march
to the huge ground with the *Nehru
pulpit®, from where Mr. Nehru had
delivered his historic speech 50
YiRars ago,

The release said a memorandum
with the demand for ensuring peo-
ple's active role in local self-gover-
nanes will be debéted and passed at
the meeting and a plan of action
formulated for strengthening the
Panchayati Baj institutions.
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Indian farmers beat Malthus

BUT 200 MILLION people are still
food-insecure, says study

-

ia Hay
= i hagundusiantines.com

MEW DELHE Although a grim
Malthusian world - too many peo-
ple vying for too little food - seems
inevitable, some 5 billion people
around the globe have eacaped
hunger.

British scholar Thomas Robert
Malthus wrote in his The Principles
of Population in 1798 that the denand
for food inr_w"jir.nbly becomes much
greater than the suppiyof it, altheush
he did not explain how he determined
the growth patterns.

But 21 farm innovations - three of

INDIA REAPS AS INDIA SOWS

« Tera-fillage tarming: boosts yield,
» Customisad erops: Sorghum and
poari millet turn arid land inta gald
# Milk natwork: India i largest pro-
duger of buffalo milk and sixth largest

Lhiem Indian - helped fght global
hunger, said s report coineiding with
the World Food Summit in Bome
next wesl.

The Washington-based
International Food Poliey Resenrel
Institate (IFPRI) in its study, Millions
Fid, looked ot some agrvieubaral pirac-
tices in Indin that helped beat the
Malthusian theory,

But, according to the [FPRI
Hunger Index, India has the Jargest
rimber of hungry - more than 200
million food-insecure people. Indias
rank is 66th ona list of 88 countrias,

The study found that Indis's
national milk network and two par-
Hetdlar fuming methods - zer-tllaye
rice-wheat farming and customised
erope for arid lands - pulled millions
out of hunger.

MILES T0 60

u [FPRI Hungar Index ranks India G6th
an 2 list of 88 countries

mMars than 200 peopia in
India are food-insecure;

An estimated 6,220,000 ﬁxru:e&t:g
north Indin adopted zero-illage
ing on about 176 millipn hectares,
with average income gains of $180-
340 (Bs 8 460-Hs 15,9680) per howse
hold per year, the study edited by
Duvid . Spislman and Bojul Pandya-
Loreh stated.

Zoro-tilling means fomoers donod
plough their land, but put seeds
straight into holes drilled in the land.
“Thhis also helps conserve water and
preserve soil quality,” Virender

u India’s national miik network-and two farming Innovations have
by the Washington-based International Food Policy Research

halped pull millions of people out of hunger, a study

Instituts has found. SATISH BATE/HT PHOTD
Kumay, co-farilitator at Delhit Riee-  ducer. Milk wns a bigger contribu-
Wheat Consortium said. tor to gross domestic product than
The second Indian milestone s Hes. ; ;
custormising erops to make even arid Gross domestic product, or
lomds profitable by growing sorghum GDF isthe Anal value of goods man-
and pearl millet. “Farmerscangrow  ufactured and services penerated in
it with as little ag 400-500 mm of  a year
rainfall or even less.” the study said. The IFPRI report was commis-
The study suid Indiak missionto  sloned by Lhe Bill and Melinda Gates
flood the country with milk by devel-  Foundation to ascertain why “the
ing smallholder diary cooperatives  proportion of people facing hunger

OpRng
also i:ilclpl:d diminizh hunger. Till
2007, India wes the larpest milk pro-

dropped from sbout one third to one
sixth sincs the late 508",
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NRCAF scheme to
fight water scarcity
in Bundelkhand

Santanu Banerjes B Mew Delhi

Spurred on by clearance

of a special package for
Bundelkhand region, the
Mational Research Centre for
Agro-Forestry (NRCAF) will
soon recommend its water-
shed experiment in the 13
drought-prone districts of the
region to tackle water scarci-
tv there.

As the problems in
Garhkundar-Dabar in
Tikamgarh district of Madhya
Pradesh were identical —
water scarcity, low productiv-
ity, absence of industry, lack
of employment and low edu-
cation status — to that in
Bundelkhand, the experience
gained there would be utilised
in solving the problems of
water scarcity and alleviating
poverty levels, sources said,

A report submitted by
NRCAF to the Indian Council
of Agriculture Research
(ICAR) recently, a little before
the special Cabinet package
of Rs 7,266 crore last week for
the overall development of
seven districts of Uttar
Pradesh and six districts of
Madhya Pradesh, is set to rec-
ommend developing water-
shed programmes for the
entire red soil area which is
‘red, rocky, shallow with low
water holding capacity”,

Speaking to The Pioneer
Dr SK Dhyani, Director,
NRCAF, said, "As this happens
to be the dominating soil
position of Bundelkhand
région, our recommendation
should be included in the
water development projects
in the area which has the

chronic water scarcity prob-
lem — both drinking and
Jotherwise."

Incidentally, 44 per cent
area dominated by black soil
is prone to waterlogging and
suffers from constriction and
expansion, resulting in stick-
iness and cracks on drying.
While the report savs black
soil makes agriculture oper-
ation difficult, “but we are
working out an action plan
how to get rid of these oper-
ational problems,” said Dr
Dhyani, adding, “We concen-
trated on the major and most

dominating mature of the.

area's soil."

So far, Garhkundar-Dabar
area watershed project cov-
ering an area of 850 hectares
benefited about 191 house-
holds having a total popula-
tion of 891, Sources said this
“area however is only a frac
tion of the 7.16 million
hectares and this watershed
programme need to be
expanded fast if basic prob-
lem of water scarcity has to be
addressed.”

However, it is not known
yet if the recommendations
of the NRCAF would be incor-
porated in the Cabinet

approved special package.
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Centre moots solar
energy for remote,
horder villages

Sanal K Chalraborty M Guwahatl

I he Centre has mooted
2 National Solar
Mission to electrify thou-
sands of remote and border
villages, which are unlikely
to be ever comnected with
the conventional power grid.

The ambitious . ‘Solar
Mission’, which aims at gen-
erating 20,000 MW of solar
power by 2022, is expected to
bhe unveiled at the forth-
coming ‘Solar Energy
Conclave' slated for January
11 next year in New Delhi.

According to a recent
Planning Commission docu-
ment, more than half of
India’s rural population does
not have access toelectrici-
ty, and even in those so-
called electrified villages.
Perennial problems of power
outage and acute fluctua-
tion of voltages of grid-based
electricity make all this use-
less in most of the villages.

The Union Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy
has initiated several pilot
projects in rural inaccessible
villages of Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand and Jharkhand
in collaboration with UNDP
to provide electricity by har-
nessing Sun and Wind
power.

Ministry of New and
Benewable Energy Minister
Faroog Abdullah, who was
here to attend a two-day

conference on Energy
Besources of Northeast
India, said his Ministry was
pressing for more invest-
ment in the unexplored sec-
tors of renewable energy
sources, such as Sun, hyidro
and wind.

“This (turning to non-
conventional and renewable
energy sources) mot only
provides clear energy
options but also help reach
out to remote locations of
the country," Abdullah said.

He said northeastern
States are particularly a good
candidate for new energy
solutions, which could be
location specific.

For example, he said
thousands of India's villages:
located, along international
horders, do not have aocess-
to. basic Infrastructure —
roads, electricity and cop-
nectivity — and are there
fore, economically deprived,

“We are trying to pro-
mote development and use
of renewable energy tech-
nologies to provide elec
tricity to these areas,®
Abdullah said, adding that
many of the villages on the
India-Pakistan border areas
have been illuminated.

Same thing will be done
for hundreds of villages in the
northeastern region, which
shares long international bor-
ders with Nepal, Bhutan,
Tibetan China, Myanmar and
Bangladesh.
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