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Trouble on the farm, output to fall

UPA'S BIG WORRY Climate change roils India's agriculture, threaiens livelihood of 670 million

HEW DELHE Crver Uhie st 48 hours,
Indix's ruling combine had two
ressons for euphoriz: electoral
triumphs in thres states and the
announcement that the seono-
oy will grow by 6.5 per cont this

But a footnote in the gco-
nomie data has revenled how
the etphoria msst be put aside

iately, as climate changs

poses the next big political chal-
lenge for the Congress party.

season of withering drou-

ght and damaging rainstorms

iz predicted to cut India’s agri-

aultural sutput by & per cent,

despite a 400 per cent rise in

A SEASON OF DROUGHT
AND RAINSTORMS IS
PREDICTED TO CUT
INDIA'S AGRICULTURAL
GROWTH BY 2 PER CENT

rural spending an jobe und infra-

structure by the government
Minister Manmo-

since Prime
han Singh took office in 2004
With climate-change models
predicting harsher droughts,
storms and foods across India
as the sarth warmas, rescuing
the livelihoods of 670 million
Lreckimrie whio survive on fumiing

arange of experts told the HT.

“Diespite fiseal and monetary
stimulus packages, there ars
strong risks emanating from
poar monsoans that could delay
the reco in the seonomy,
said N.R.mllflia.numurth}z pro-
feszor at the National Institute
of Public Finance and Policy, o
Dielhi think-tank,

Beientists prediet a best-
worst-Case temperature
rise anywhere from L1 o 6.4 deg
€. But even n half-degree rise
in Indin — the workd's second-
largest wheat producer — will
reduce whest vield by o fourth.

“The situation will be sub-
stantiafly worse by 2060,

marked by higher temperatures
that will eertainly affect Indiak
wheat yield," said Gerald C.
Nelson, a senior selentist, who
led a study completed last
mionth by the International Food
Policy Research Institute
({IFPRI} in D.C.

Nelson said it was "erucial”
for rural incomes to keep going
up besause people with better
incomes were more reailient to
climate chinge imy

This year; the LIPA
ment haz a Rs 40,000 crore
budget for its Magship job
seheme against rural poverty,
but it will spend 1/40th of that
on expanding irrigation faeill-
ties. The [FPRI study was based
on two modals evolved in the

intensity of rainfall but what
they agree on is in line with ear-
ler predictions on the monsoom,
India will have stronger
drougits and get more rain, But
the rain will also come in dam-
aging storms, a5 Andhra wit-
néssed Inst month,
About half of India’s farms
depend on rains,
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