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In troubled
waters
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By Mail Today Bureau
in Hyderabad

FLOOD fury continues
unabated in  Andhra
Pradesh. On Saturday, the
Krishna rose even more
after water was released
from Karnataka's Almatti
and Narayanapur |
Eat‘??ﬁtaka nhieL nain;;sitig::
B.S. Yeddyurappa had earlie
‘responded az?tively' to the
request made by his Andhra
Pradesh counterpart K.

Rosaiah, not to release
excess water from the.
Almatti dam. But the

authorities later opened the
floodgates to release nearly
3.5 lakh cusecs into the river

As a result, water level in the
Srisailam reservoir in Andhra's
Kurnool district crossed the

QI 5 T
-danger mark. By Sat-
urday morning, the
level had reached BS6
feet, “The reservoir
can hold water up to
a maximum level of
903 feet,” irrigation
engineer-in-chief
M. K. Rehman said,

Revenue minister
Dharmana Prasada
Rao said about 30

deaths had been con- -

firmed so far. But the
figure could rise as
hundreds of pegzﬂe
have been reported
missing in several vil-
lages in the Kurnool
and Mahabubnagar
districts,
Unofficial estimates
have put the death
toll at 102.

About 105 relief
camps have been set
up in HKurnool,
Mahabubnagar,
Krishna, Guntur and
Malgonda districts.

In Karnataka, Yed-
dyvurappa  visited
some of the state’s
worst-hit  districts,

i several places

he sald.

including: Bijapur, Gulbarga,
Ralchur and Bellary, on Satur-
day as the toll here touched 150.

Officials at the chief minister's
office said lakhs of hectares of
cropland had been damaged

over 29,000 cattle had died.

Sources said the CM would
write to the Centre, | it to
declare the flood=as & national
calamity 'and rélease Rs 10,000
crore as relief. 1

Heavy rains have:been wreak-
ing havoc in Kerala as well
Landslips were reported from
in Kozhikode and
Malappuram districts. Though
no one was inj Crops Were
destroyved. Several families in
low-lying areas were shifted to
safer places. :

In Orissa, the state govern-
ment on Saturday stepped U
efforts to evacuate Tlood-
affected people in Balasore,
Mayurbhanj and Bhadrak dis-
tricts. 1

Heavy rains also lashed several
copastal and western parts of

_Maharnshtra‘ bringing normal

Kerala, Maharashtra
and Orissa also hit

life to a grin halt, The Rat-
nagirl and Sindhudurg districts
dre the worst affected. Kolhapur,
Solapur and Sangli districts alsg
witnessed severe waterlogging, |
" Ten villages in Sindhudurg,
gix villages in Sangh and ong
village in Kolahpur districts
were cut off, officlals sald. Tha
National Highway-17 to Goa
was fooded and rail tracks
alongthe coastal belt remained
waterlogged.

The .cellapse of vehicular
movement also affected election
ca:gﬁniming. Shiv Sena leader
Uddhs#v Thackeray cancelled his
Eonkan tour while many others
like NCP leader Sandesh Parkar
were stranded all night,

(With inputs from Mail Today
Bureaur in Bhubanenp
Thiruvananthapuram, Mumba
and Bangalord)
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Do Or Dry Situation

2009’s drought should
serve as a wake-up call

M 5 Swamirathan

e 2008 drought is a wake-up call about

I the uneertainty of menspon behaviour
in the emerging éra of climate change. It
brought home the point that weather predic-
tion will be increasingly difficult. Our climate
management strategy must be based on the
premise that the frequency of drought, flocd,
umseasonal rains and high temperature will
increase. This year, Assam, which normally
only faces floods, was almost the first

benefits of ‘a good monsoon, to build up
substantial grain reserves.

Wemust meetthechallenge ofensuringfooed

and water security for not enly 12 billion
human beings, butalso over 500 million cattle,
huffalo, sheep, goats, poultry ete. Usually, farm-
ers sell their cattle at a low price during severe
drought. During 187%'s drought, | had proposed
ground water sanctuaries, whichcanbeopensd
upwhen essential torun cattle camps and raise
fodder and food crops. All programmes should
factor in that women suffer most because of
their rale in collecting water, fodder and fuel
wood and in taking care of farm animals,

Az essential is to promote community food

is adequate rainfall. Contingency plans and
alternative cropping supported by seed banks
will be necessary. Like grain reserves for food
security, seed reserves are essential for crop
security, In MFA areas; steps should be talien
fo promote additional production through
programmes like free supply of fertilisers.

We have been fortunate this year {o have
over 50 million tonnes of rice and wheat in the
godowns of the Food Corporation of India and
other government agencies. But westill donot
have modern grain storage facilities to the
necessary extenteven inthe Green Revolution
heartland that feeds our public distribution
gystom. Thisneglect of post-harvest technology
and gafe grain storage is inexcusable. T

stits Lo declaredrought. Global warm-
irgwillmoke the Indian monsocn more
variable and lese predictable. We must
do everything possible to strengthen
the Indian meteorological department
and climatechange research.

Annther urgent need 15 a “weather
information for all” programme that
involves setting up minil agro-met
gtations ineach block with basic instrit-
ments (o measure temperaturs, rain-
fall, wind speed and relative humidity.
We should train one woman and one
male member of every panchayat as
climate risk managers. Well versed in
data eollection and interpretation, they
cin  gesist farmers to ke timely

location-specific decisions, We should
alm {0 train halfa million climate risk

The weight of water

have been pleading for at least 50 ultra-
modern grain storage structures at 50
differsnt locations, each capable of
storing a million tonnes of foodgrain.
A national grid of grain storage struc-
tures will help prevent both panic
purchase and distresssales.

1 hope 2008'4 wake-up call helps
destroy complacency and indifference
among policymakers. Our population
is growing; per capita availability of
arable land and irrigation water .is
shrinking: The frequent suggestion for
food imports ignores the fact that agri-
euliure is not just & (ood-producing
machine but 1s the backbone of the live-
lihood security system for over 60 per
cent of our population. Importing food
under such circumstances will have

managersover the next three years.

Proactive steps are needed to strengthen
our coping capacity to meét the impact of
drought, food and sea level rise in coastal
areas, Weshould prepare todeal with monsoon
faflare and acute water and energy shortage
by building weather-resilient water, food
and livelihood security systems. Drought,
food and good weather codes based on inter-
disciplinary amalysis will be needed. The
drought code can indicate how adverse impact
can be minimised through crop life saving
techniques, water conservation and effleient
use, The flood code should indicate steps to
revive farm and other Hvelibood activities
when flood recedes. A good weather code
would indicate methods of maximising the

and water security systems involving estab-
lishment of local Tevel gene, seed, grain and
water banks by rural and tribal families, These
can be operated by local self-help groups over-
seen by the gram sabha. This way, we can link
conservation, cultivation, consumption and
commerce asan integrated chain,

Whenever monsoon behaviour is likely to
be irregular, it |s essential to designate in
everyagro-climaticregionareas that are 'most
seriously affected’ (MSA) and areas with ade-
fuatesoil moisturetoraise acrop, that is 'most
favourableareas' (MFA) from the point of view
of agriculture. In MSA areas, immediate rellef
will have to be provided and steps taken to
reviveagriculiural operationsas soon asthere

the sameeffect agimporting unemploy-
ment and misery for farm women and men.

Recall the Nobel committes’s words while pre-
senting the 1970 peace prize to Norman Borlaug:
“He has helped provide bread for a hungry
world, We have made thischoice in the hope that
providing bread will also give the world peace”,
The secret of Borlaug's success was reflected in
hislast words on the night of September 12, 2009.
Earlier, a sclentist had shown him a nitrogen
tracerdeveloped for measuring soil fertility. His
last words were: “Take the tracer to the farmer”,
This lifelong dedication to taking scientific in-
novationstofarmers set Borlaug apart from most
farm scientists. Let us emulate his example.

The writer is chairman, M § Swaminathan
Research Foundotion.
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Flood-hit villagers

Agencies
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NEW DELHI/ BANGALORE: Medical
teams rudhed to Aood-devas-
tated Karmataka and Andhra
Pradesh where five daysof tor-
rontinl rin have left more than
205 people deod and 750,000
dirplaced, authorities sand on
Sll'lle?};luuds havve submerged
[ X B

entire villages, snapped trons-
port and communication links
and raised fears of epidemic in
ml:i-.e[iﬂpuﬂm.tkgdwiﬂnpm-
e fix out of their homesZ

Large parts of Apdhrad
Pradesh and Rarnataks hoe
gy frandated. Air Force hel-
icoplers dropped food and
drinking water packages o hun-
dreds of villages that remained
cut off after rosds were sub-
m or washed away.

The contral government on
Sundny rushed more than 250
specinily trained Naotiomal
Dizaster Helief Force person-
nitl with 80 inflatable boats to
Karnataka and Andhra
Prodesh,

Home Mimister P. Chidamb-
arnm will undertake an aerial
survey of the two sfates on
Monduy to nssess the damage.
He is nlso expected to hold
meetings with the chief minis-
ters of both states — B.S.
Yeddyurappa (Kernatnka) snd
K %amh (Andhra Pradesh) -
— and top officials in Bangnlore
nnid Hyderabad.

12 DISTRICTS
HIT IN KARNATAKA
In Knrnataka, the worse hit

of the twe states, 168 people

From the six districts affect-
ed till Friday, the foods spread
to 12 of the state's 20 districts
on Sunday. -

Chief Minister B.S. Yeddy-
urappa orged the Centre (o
devinre the unprevedented min-
[all snd Nood situstion in Karn-
ks as n notional disaster and
sougrht s 10,000 erore (R 100
billion) for relief measures,

“There is death and destrue-
thon all around us," Basmvarng
_}hmm.u}, a senior minister said
in Bangalore.

Authorities sald vast sreas
of agricultural lnnd wersunder
wiiter in Knrnatals,

450,000 PEOPLE
DISPLACED IN ANDHREA
In peighbouring Andhra
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Pradesh, 87 people have disd
snd sround 450,000 hove been
displaced and were being shel-
tered in 100 reliel camps, said
state chief minister K. Rosaish.

“Wie are nushing medienl istms
s equipment to the camips W
ward off outhreaks of dissase in
the comps,” Fosaiah said

Flooding worsenad after
authorities released water from
rain-swollen reservoire and
darms in both states to prevent
them from bursting their banks,

From the two districts affect-
ed till Fridey, the loods spresd
to fowr on Sunday.

Armymen bouts Lo ey
villagers stranded on rooftops
to povernment schools or relief
camps. Doctors were distrib-
uting water purifying tablsis
and medical services in the
eamps, but facilities were poor
and crowded. (With inputs
froem HTC, New Pethi)
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strive to stay ‘

= (Top) People move belongings
from their submerged houses
al R Garlapadu village, about
180 km from Hyderabad, on
Sunday. (above) A CISF
officlal takes stock of Gujarat
state Disaster Management
Authaority boats as they arrive
for dispatch at Ahmodabad
Alrpart. AP} AFP PHOTOS
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Flood kills 130 in
Andh, rna

DELUGED
Karnataka govt
releases

Rs 100 cr for
immediate relief

Indo-Asian Mews Service &
Press Trust of India
B lethess Ehidastantimes, com

BANGALORE HYDERABAD: At least
130) pwpkli]?nf been killed in
Karnata neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh in heavy rains
since Wednesday:

One hunidred and four peo-

le have died in six North

gumatakn districts and 26 in
two districts of Andhra Pradesh
“in the torrential rain caused by
a deep depression in the Bay of
Bengal.

The fMlvods that came as the
MONSOOn season came Lo an end
are a stark eontrast to a wors-
ening drought in many parts of
northern and western India.

Hundreds of thousands of
people in the two states wore
trapped by floodwaters and
were on rooftops and safe
ploces, waiting to be rescued.

Thousands have been ren-
dered homeless, :

Fifteen Army and Indian Air
Foree helicopters have been
pressed into rescue and relief
operations,

The distriets affected in
North Karnataka are Bijapur,
Raichur, Gulbarga, Koppal,
Bellary, Belgmum and

The distriets flooded in
Andhra Pradesh are Kurnool
in the cental part of the state
and Mahabubnagar in the

Karnataka Chief Minister
B.S. Yeddyurappa met senior
eivil, military i
in Bangalore on Friday to plan:
the rescue snd relisf operations

in the six affected districts.
The state government has
released Rs 100 crore (Re 1 kil
lion) for immediate retiel
The services on Konkan mil-
route were affect-
ew;{ya landslide in the south-
ern village of Canseons in Goa

In Hyderabad, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister K.
Rosaiah said, "This is perhaps
the worst flood in the history
of the state. Never in the past
have such water levels been
recorded.”

Six helicopters have been
pressed into serviee to rescue
people. While four
are being used to airlift the
flood-hit in Kurnool district, 250
km south of Hyderabad, two
choppers were deployed in

ple remained were trapped in
a temple complex after the
shrine was surrcumded by fiood-
waters.
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MEW DELHY BANGRLORE: Medical
teams rushed to flood-devas-
tated Hurnntaka and Andhr
Pradesh where five days of tor-
rentin] rain have left more than
206 people dead and 750,000
displnced, nuthorities said on
Sunduy.

The Moods have submerged
entire villages, snapped trans-
port and communication links
andd raized fours of epldemic in
relied camps crowded with peo-
ple foroed sut of their homes;

Large ports of Andhrat
Prudesh and Rarnataka have
been inundated. Air Forceo hel-
iapters dropped fond and
drinbcinyg wakis tio -
dreds of vilinges that remained
put off after roads were sub-
merged or washed owEy.

The contral government o
Sunday rushed more than 2650
specially. trained National
Thsaster Relief Force person-
nel with 80 inflatable bouts to
Karnoinka and Andhra

Home Minister P Chidamb-
aram will undertake an serial
zurvey of the two states on
Monday to assess the damage.
He [z also expected Lo hold
meetings with the chisf minks-
ters of both states — B.S.
Yeddyurappa (Karnataka) and
K. Rosnish (Andhra Pradesh) -
— and top officials in Bangalore
und Hydershad.

12 DISTRICTS
HIT IN EARNATAEA
In Karnataks, the worse hit

S e— . —

of the two states, 168 people have
died and more than 300,000
8

From the six districts affect-
ed till Friday, the floods spread
to 12 of the state's 29 districts
on Sunday.

Chief Minister B.3. Yeddy-
urappa urged the Centre to
deelure the i
full and Nood situstion in Karn-
ataka a8 a nativnal dispster and
sought Rs 10,000 erore (Re 100
billicn} for relief measures.

“There is denth and destruc-
tlon all around s Basavara
Bormma, & seninr minister sakd
in 1
Authorities said vast areas
of agriculturil land were under
water in Kamatnkn.

In neighbouring Andhra

Pradesh, 47 peopls have disd
apdan;n.md 450,000 have been

tered in 100 relief camps, said
stute chief minister K. Rosatah,
W are rushing medical esums
and equipment to the camps Lo
ward off outhreaks of diseasein
the " Rosaiah said.
Flooding worsened alter
authorities released water from
rain-swollen reservoirs and
dams in both states to prevent
them from burstng thedr banks.
From the two districts affect-
ed till Friday, the Qoods spread
o four on Sundsy.
Armymenused boatato ferry
yillagers stronded on rooftops
to government schools or relied
camps. Doctors were distrib-
uting water purilying tablets
and medical services in the
eamps, but facilities were poor
and crowded. (With inpirs
from HTC, New Delhil

3trive to stay fla

» (Top) People move belongings
from their submerged houses
at R Barlapadu village, about
180 km from Hyderabad, on
Sunday. (above) A CISF
official takes stock of Gujarat
state Disaster Manageament
Autharity boats as thoy amive
fnr:lspﬂshl.t!rrmdihlﬂ
Airport. AFj AFF PHOTOS



