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FARMER’S NOTEBOOK

Sowing the seeds of

success by innovation

The farming sector has become a commercial hub for foreign companies

M.J. PRABU

VEN SIX decades

afterattaining Inde-

pendence, Lhe coun-

try's agriculture is
plagued with numerous prob-
lems.

Though many experts are
‘meeting, talking. and drawing
several plans for the farmers,
o farmer’s daily life continued

to be a perpetual strupale.
A farmer knows best

But even amidst this strug-
e for survival, the grit and
determination of & few who
diseover something new be-
comes an important lesson
that a farmer knows best, and
ifeft undisturbed. be can not
only overcome his problems
{nature induced) but also
hinh others how to do the

. Prakash Singh Raghu-
‘vanghi, a small farmer in Va-
mnasi, Uttar Pradesh despite
being visually fmpaired is
showing the way to a number
pffarmers across the country,
In his three and a half acres
he cultivates wheat, paddy

and pigecn pes,
Not market dependant

“Agriculture should not be
mirket dependant, especially
fior ita dnput.

“As 4 amall drive to mt.{!nm
nwereness among  others
mbout this, 1 distributed a
nﬂﬂm‘d:;mﬂs u;}:mpw-
retes hpe& me o
mﬂd hundreds of farmers

muny stutgs,” says Mr.
Prakash,

“His efforts were acknowl-
edged by the nation when he
awns honoured by the then
Mm Dr AP.J. Abdul Ka-

‘with n national award
under the National Innova-

PERSEVERANCE: The Varanasi farmer, Prakash Singh,

wheat plants. — PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tion Foundation,” says Prof
Anil Gupta, Vice Chairman,
National Innovation Founda-
tion (NIF), Ahmedabad.
“Farmers must become self
relinnt. Only then villages can
become self sufficient, This in
turn will make the nation
achieve record production in
food grain. When we have all
the necessary resources here
why should we import?
“Today there are several
seed companies which are
trying to market their seeds
to peor and gullible farmers
with a promise of a high yield.
Commercial hub
*The farming sector has be-
come n commercial hub for
foreign  companies which
leave no stone unturned to
market their seeds and other
inpuls,” stresses Mr. Prakash,
"Many of these companies

depend on farmers and fields
to multiply their seeds, prov-
ing that seeds are produced in
a farmer’'s field ond not in any
factory or laboratory,” em-
phasises Mr. Gupta.

Varieties developed

More than 100 varieties of
wheat, 10 of paddy, besides
those of several other fruit
and vegetables have been de-
veloped by the farmer.

These crop varieties are
getting increasingly popular
in Huryana as well, with a
number of farmers coming
forward to adopt them.

The crops are guite good
and yield well and are often
resistant to common pests
and infestations” says Di-
nesh Kumar, a farmer from
Manoli village in Sonepal dis-
trict. Mr. Prakash distributes
his wheat seeds to farmers of

with his newly deveiopfl?d

Varanasiand Allahabad in
U.F; Jabalpur, Narsinghpur,
Khargacn, Indore, Bhopal,
Ujinin in Madhya Pradesh;
Raipur, Bhilai, Dhamtari in
Chattisgarh; Jalgaon, Yawat-
mal, Amrawati, and Pune in
Muaharashtra; and Kota, Bha-
ratpur, Jaipur, and Sikar in
Rajasthan.

Good appreciation

His new crop varieties have
received appreciation in a Ki-
san mela (Farmer fair), and
from Banasthali Vidyapith,
Rajusthan, which tested his
wheat varieties.

For more information
readers can contact Mr. Pra-
kash Singh Raghuvanshi, Vill
Tadia, P.0O., Jakikhani, Vara-
nasi, Uttar Pradesh- 2213058,
mobiles: 9956941993,
0839253974 and
0451277640,
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Organic farming makes inroads into Rajasthan heartland

Mohammed Igbal

AJITGARH (RAJASTHAN): Organic
farming taken up in & big way
herein Ajitgarh snd half-a-dozen
adjoining villages in Sikar dis-
trict of Rajasthan has improved
the quality of fruits and vegets-
bles, increased the farm wvield
with lesser quantity of water and
strengthened bio-diversity in the
region, drawing the attention of
agricultural experts who per-
ceive it as a useful sxperiment at
the grassroots.

Nearly 80 farmers of the re-
gion have formed a group to gen-
erate awareness among rural
communities about the advan-
tages of organic farming and de-
velop market linksges, The
members of the informal group
regularly shire among them-
selves indigenous methods to get
better results and develop seeds
for providing a stable érop pat-
tern.Distinguished  agricultural
economist Prof. V. 8. Vyas, Mem-
ber of the Prime Minister's Eco-
nomle  Advisory  Council,
interacted with small and mar-

ital farmers engaged in bio-

arming here over the weekend
to identify the diffioulties con-
fronting them and find put their
preparedness for this year's rabi
WJW Prasad Pa-
1 it i thin bae

three decades ago, told Prof, Vyas
that though the output in his
two-hectare field had convinced
other farmers, the initial high in-
vestment, slow results and lack
of remunerative prices for the
farm produce were acting s in-
hibiting factors”.

Mr. Pareek has been growing
vegetables such s cauliflower,
brinjal, chillies, round-gourds,
sweet-gourds and lemons as wel|
its several frults with impressive
weight and shze on his farm. Hay-
ing started drip irrigation for the
papaya and pomegranate plants
grown this year, he plans to cul-
tivate more vegetables in the
space left between the fruit-
bearing trees.

Prof. Vyas, nccompanied by
the Director of Jaipur-based
Kumarappa Institute of Gram
Swaraj, Awadh Prasad, J. 5. Mis-
hra ‘of Hajasthan Agricultura)
University's Horticulture De-
partment and Kalyan Singh
Kothari of One World-South
Asin, evinced a keen interest in
the techniques applied to- in-
crease the yield and save water.

The farmers told the visiting
experte that they themselves
prepare the o compost and
introduce worms in the soil
while taking care not to allow the
chemical

TOP CROP: Farmers of Ajitgarh village
Tauki’ (gourd) grown by organic farm

Gu#jjnr of Jugraipura village.

armers
1]

‘sich ag Mali Ham

Bamwari Lal, Pooran Mal
and Disuda :

Fy

ing in for organic farming, amylmyg

huge amounts of subsidy on
chemical fertilisers were saved
following the gradus) shift to hia-
fzrming, The money saved in this
manner ghould be pald a8 an in-

pe—

i Sikar district showing an improved variety of
{ng. = PHOTO: ROHIT JAIN PARAS

centive to the farmers, they felt.
The farmers also highlighted
the difficulties in purchasing
seads, high investment on water
and power for irdgation and lack
of infrastructure for maurketing

of organic farm produce, They
said they had imported seeds
from as faras Taiwan and Jordan
and were also preparing their im-
proved varieties.

Frof. Vyns observed that the
financial Iot of farmers had dete-
riorated over the vears because
of factors such asdivision of land,
lack of remunerative prices, con-
stant escalation in prices of agri-
cultural resources and a fragile
agricultural marketing network,
The key

The eminent economist said
the organic farming initiative in
Ajitgarh had shown that even
one-hectare agricultural land
could be self-sufficlent for the
gmall farmers and produce
enough foodgrain for one family
if the farming was done in a me-
thodical way; “Investment at the
initial stage and technical guid-
ance to farmers for varlous activ-
ities  hold the key to un
impressive agricultural
production.”

Dr. Awadh Prasad said the
Komarappa Institute  would
shortly provide space to farmers
on its campus fh Bapu Nagar op-
Fosite Rajasthan University in
Juipur to directly sell their orga-
niefruits, vegetobles and Lrops to
consumers. The institute will al-
86 halp out the farmers in stan-
dardisation, grading, marketing
and technical inputs of apricultu-
Bl exneris
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Enhancing p
using organic inputs

The father used conventional methods while the

M.J. PRABU

rganic farmers and

those  practising

conventional farm-

ing are mostly st
loggerheads regarding cultiv-
ation practices, and are in
mutual disapproval.

The battle now seems to
huve entered within a family
ut Theni, Tamil Nadu as the
futher Mr. 5. Pandiaraj prac-
tiges conventional methods,
while his son Jeya Prakash,
who has an MSe in Bio tech-
nology, seems to favour orga-
nic methods.

sSevernl farmers in Utha-
mapalayam (Ambasamuthu-
ram) Theni district, Tamil
Nadu, grow vegetables incon-
ventional way using chemi-
cols.

Not effective

*And as usual these meth-
pils fail to effectively control
the pests, especially Toob
grubs,  thereby reducing
yield," says Dr. Sultan Ahmed
Tsmail, (mobs §3844-08358)
Head, Department of Bio-
technalogy, The New College,
Chennal

#1 am growing cehbage in
my 47 cent land and regularly
use chemical sprays to pre-
vent white grub infestation. 1
have regularly followed this
practice for several years.

*But 1 notice that these
sprays Instesd of controlling
the pests, either seem to in-
cteasetheir numbersor fail to
suppress them,' says Mr.
Pan ’

His son Mr. Jeya Prakash,
who used to help his father in
his field work, took up & pro-
ject to work on an organic al-
ternative to control the white
grub problem.

“Sinee chemicals failed to

son favoured

ALL SMILES: Jeva Prakash in his field at Theni,
Tamil Nadu. — PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRAMNGEMENT

control the problem [ thought
why not try using locally
available resources.

“aAfter several permufta-
tions and combinations 1 dis-
covered that a combination of
ginger, garlic, asafoetida,
cow's urine and water, mixed
every day bio-dynamically for
ahout 15 days and applied
with recommended dilution
did wonders on my cabbage
field. 1
Foliar spray

“The gpray sccompanied
with foliar sprays enhances
plant growth, and makes the
plants resistant to pest ai-
tacks” explains Mr. Jeya
Prakash,

Giving detalls on its prep-
aration, he says: Abut 100gms
of ginger, parlic each, 10 gms
of asafoetids, one litre of cows
urine and nine litres of water
are the necessary inputs.

Ginger, garlic and psafoeti-
da are crushed. The urine and
water is poured into = clay pot
and the crushed ingredients
are mixed along with it. The
mouth of the pot is tied with

clean cloth. This preparation
ie. thoroughly mixed once a
day for 15 days. After 15 days,
the fermented solution is fil-
tered and diluted with 10 per
cent water and sprayed onto
the plants and field.

*The spray has been named
NCBT-01 (New College Bio-
Technology) and is effective
in controlling the grubs,” says
Mr. Jeya Prakash.

“In the beginning 1 did not
believe my son when he said
this locally made solution
could contral the pest; 1 am
intn vegetable cultivation for
more than 40 years and ased
to spray only chemicals.

Experimental area

"Byt 1 did not want to dis-
coursge him and allotted
shout 7 cents of my 40 cent
land for his  experiments.
While 1 continued my con-
wentional methods, my son
started using  his  fnding
(mamed NCBT-01} on his

CTOpS.
“My [ather harvested 175
in hie 40 cents and 1 har-
vested 95 bags from my 7

Jant growth

organic practices

gente. | harvested my crops in
80-85 days (usual ime is 90-
1010 days) and sold it for Rs9a
kg T also noticed that my cab-
bages weighed half a kg more
than my father's"” says Mr
Jeya Prakash,

*The notlen that crops
grawn through organic meth-
ods fetch a better price is not
true as far as our local mar-
kets are concerned.

Lack of awareness

“The buyers do not possess
any knowledge on organic
crops or methods and view
everything as equal. All they
are interested in is the ap-
pearance of the vegetable. It
must be glossy and shining
for them to fix o price. They
are pot bothered how you
EFOW YOUT CTO[S,” PESsOns M,
Fandian. )

“1t is true that traders are
not bothered about the cul-
tivation methods and simply
do not care about their cus-
tomers. To them it is money
and not consiumers,” adds Mr.
Jeya Praksh.

Mr. Jeya Prakash has start-
ed a group called V5, which is
doing its best to create aware-
ness.on the benefits of using
organic inputs and organic
farming.

The group also manufac-
tiires and markets organic in-
puts such as vermiwash,
aattottam, gunabajalam, ver-
micompost, egg-lime formu-
lation, effective  micro
oTganisms, tender-coconut-
buttermilk growth promoter
and many more.

Readers can contact Mr.
Jeya Prakash, no 8/3A, voc
Nagar, New Calony, st streel,
Anna Nagar (Enst), Chennai:

00102,  email: voorga-
nig@gmail com, mobile:
Ga008- 77680 and
OB417-092530.




