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Slight increase in pollution during Diwali-week!

indo-asian news service

NEW DELHI. 6 NOV: There was a
marginal increase in air pollution
in the capital during the Diwali-
week. the Delhi government's
pollution monitoring body said
Saturday

“Carbon monoxide and nitro-
gen oxide concentration have
seen an increase during the week
of Diwali in Delhi,” a stailement
by Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee (DPCC) said

The rise has been attributed to
the increased use of firecrackers,
besides the vehicular movement
during the festive season.

DPCC monitored pollution lev-

cls at _ﬁw l CROCES '_R'K Pur; A Smog engulfs the street vision due to massive use of crackers and fireworks on Friday
Mandir Marg, Punjabi Bagh, Civil  pjant” in the Capital on Saturday. sns
Lines and Vasant Kunj. — - - : PO ™ AT~

Sulphur dioxide concentration night, but the concentration of  “The increase in pollutant lev-  winter and easy conditions. for
was found to be well within limnts  particulate matter exceeded the els observed on Diwali night was  smog formation. It is not just he
im Diwali-eve and on Diwali limits at all locations. also because of the carly onset of crackers,” an officiai said.
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The biggest challenge in watershed programme

What is the use of forming green communities if they do not fetch benefit's for the rural society?

A, Narayanamoorthy

FThere was o serious argu-

ment during the 1980s
that the Green Revolution
had bypassed the rainfed ar-
eas that accounted for close
to 70 per cent of the cropped
area and rural population.
Therefore, the watershed de-
velopment programme was
introduced on a massive scale
in the late '80s so as to im-
prove the livelihood opportu-
nities of the people living in
rainfed areas. This it sought
to do by such measures as in-
creasing the productivity of
land, conserving scarce waler
resources, and improving soil
management, Today, the wa-
tershed development is ar-
guably the largest programme
implemented m the rural
areas,

Community
participation

There are any number of
studies on the impact of wa-
ter development programme
(WDP). But pot many re-
searchers have gone deep into
the process of community
formation in a watershed ar-
ea, This is precisely what this
monograph attempts to do.

What is the process through
which community gets to be
constructed? How does the
sense of community come
about? Is it based on instinct
or on slow-changing senti-
ments? Is it independent of
the surrounding state and its

‘polity? How does this sense

et to be conveyed, enacted
and represented to outsiders
and to the community itself?
These are among the ques-
tions Arun de Souza tries to
answer, rather dramatically,
bused on a field survey carried
out in a watershed in Ahmed-
nagar district of Maharash-
tru, Disagreeing with the view
of the Institutional Econo-
mist school, which examined
the rules and sanctions of the
common property regimes,
the author argues community
must not be seen as one based
merely on a sedimented past,
but as an ongoing, multi-
layered entity characterised
by caste, class, kinship, politi-
cal factions, neighbourhood,
and so on,

These factors tend to
change often and also threat-
en the equity and sustainabil-
ity -of watershed. Therefore,
the local community cannot
be treated as a given. This is

WATER

Pl e

| DEVELOPMEN \

FORGING CGRIEN ComMUNIT 1S

FOR WATERSHEDS

WATER AND DEVELOPMENT — Forging
Green Communities for Watersheds: Arun

de Souza; Orient Blackswan, 1/24, Asaf Ali
Road, New Delhi-110024.

the message the author puts
across emphatically,

Whal is new in it? Policy-
makers are well aware that
the community continues to
change in any rural setting.
ITow to factor in these chang-
es in the guidelines for wa-

tershed development has
always been the biggest chal-
lenge. Development brings a
change in the forces that con-
trol the resources in villages,
and one cannot tontrol it eas-
ily. If the watershed commit-
tee formed at thy village level

— comprising the small/mar-
ginal farmers, agricultural la-
bourers, and people
belonging the SCs/STs — per-
forms effectively and objec-
tively, there is no way the
resources created by the de-
velopment programme can he
exploited, Anna Hazare's Ra-
legaon Siddhi watershed. in
Maharashtra is a shining ex-
ample of this,

It is true that, in many plac-
es, influential farmers try to

-corner WDP-generated re-

sources, Can a vibrant com-
munity stop this? With the
benefit of knowledge gained
first-hand from a survey of
agriculture and rural devel-
opment related projects, in-
cluding  watersheds  in
Maharashtra, and having
lived for close to 14 years in
such areas, | could say those
owning lands at the lower end
of n watershed or close to per-
colation ponds tend to misap-
propriate the resources and
also violate the cropping pat-
tern suggested by the WDP
guidefines,

No watershed committee,
however active or vigilant,
can stop this. This is because
such deviance has gained
wider . acceptability, with a

section of the poor farmers
standing to benefit from it
What does it mean? [t means '
that there are certain practic-
es resorted to by the stake-
holders that cannol be
changed even by the active
participation of the commu-
nity,

No data

L]

This well-written mono-
graph on watersheds stands
out for its sociological ap-
proach. Strikingly, it carries
ho quantitative data or tables
on the resources generated by
the watershed, What is the
use of forming green commu-
nities if they do not fetch ben-
efits for the rural society? No
firm policy-reluted conclu-
sion can be arrived at by
studying the changing proc-
ess of communjties just in
one watershed, because the
soclo-economic settings vary
from one watershed to anoth-
er. Nor can the real process of
community formation and its
impact on the benefits of
WDP be fully understood ei-
ther. One is not sure that the
book will be useful for the
policymakers. Bul it does
make an interesting reading,
novel-like l
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Trees cut freely, replanted
scarcely in Delhi

Smriti Kak Ramachandran
NEW DELHI: The Capital city
that takes pride on its
“greens” has been rather leni-
ent when it comes to enfore-
ing compulsory tree
plantation laws. For every
tree that is cut by an agency or
an individual, 10 saplings
have to be planted and a re-
fundable security amount of
Rs.1,000 per tree cut has to be
deposited, says the Delhi Tree
Preservation Act, 1994.

However, an application
filed under the Right to In-
formation Act seeking details
of trees cut in the city reveals
that several agencies default-
ed on the number of trees that
were to be planted under the
compulsory plantation rule,
Some have not bothered to
plant even one tree despite
depositing  the  security
amount,

Vinod Jain, of non-govern-
ment organisation Tapas,
who sought details on the
trees that have been cut from
2003 till date, said: “There are
several agencies like the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi,
the Delhi Development Au-
thority, the Delhi Transport
Corporation and the Public

~

Several agencies
default on the
number of trees to
be re-planted

Works  Department  that
sought permission for felling

trees, paid up the security de- .

posit, but there is no data on
the exact number of trees that
have been planted as com-
pensation for the felled ones.
Each agency has to verify the
number of ‘trees planted
against the felled ones., In
some divisions the trees
planted as compensation are
either less than what was re-
quired or not planted at all.”

According to Mr. Jain, a
number of agencies have been
issued notices for not carry-
ing out the plantation work
und few have had their securi-
ty deposits forfeited.

In the North Zone, accord-
ing to the RTI reply, between
2003 and 2010 permission
was granted for felling 1,867
trees and 13,567 should have
been replanted. However, the
re-plantation figure should
ideally have been 18,670,

In the West Zone between
2003 and 2010, 20,480 trees

were allowed to be cut and a
target of planting 225119
trees against those cut was
set, In the South Zone be-
tween 2000 and 2009, 30,679
trees were allowed to be cut
and 246, 225 trees were sup-
posed to be planted as com-
pensation. )
“About 89,017 trees have
been allowed to be cut for var-
ious works of agencies like
the MCD, PWD, DMRC and
the DDA, But the government
has been lax in ensuring that
for each tree cut, 10 are ac-
tually being planted, In some
cases only a few saplings are
planted in place of full-grown
trees. There is no law that
specifies that if a tree of a cer-
tain ulility and height is cut,
there should be a comparable
replacement,” said Mr. Jain.

He said the practice of cut-

ting trees from inside the lim-
its of the ' city and
re-forestation on the out-
skirts is also flawed, “The
DMRC, for instance, plants
trees against the ones that
they sought permission to
fell. But these trees are plant-
ed at far away places like the
forest in Aya Nagar, whereas
the trees were cut from with-

in the cily limits.”
§
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Ride to IGI Airport set *
to get a green boost

Sanjeov K Ahuja _

w sanjeov.ahuja@hindustantimes com

GURGAON: The Haryina Forest
Department Corporation (HF-
DC) will give a green touch to
the Delhi portion of NH 8 that
falls between Dhaula Kuan and
RTR Marg flyover,

The upgrade, which will also
cover NH 1 between Karnal
Bypass and Singhu Border, will
add ornamental grass, flower-
ing shrubs and trees, ‘

The 7.25-crore project,
awarded by the National
Highway Authority of India has
to be completed over the next
three months.

About four-five feet-high
Gulmohar, Champa, Amaltas and

Palm trees will also be planted. -

The total number of such trees
is expected to be 3,800. _
Subhash Yadav, HFDC
regional manager, said that the

. ground work on the project was

MH 8 - hatwoen Dhaula Kuan

and RTR Marg flyover

w Plantation alongside and on

the median of E: highway

u Length: 2.5

w Flowering shrubs: 15,000

w Flowering trees like Gulmohar,
Amaltas and

Palm: 1,200

» Omamental grass carpeting:

18,000 square feet

w Fencing of barbed wire around

trees along the stretch

w Project cost: ¥2.76 crore

‘kicked off even before the

Commonwealth Games began.
“We have already started
work at the Radisson Hotel
roundabout (triangle) that con-
nects Gurgaon Expressway
with the Indira Gandhi Intern-
ational Airport,” he added.

MH 1 - botween Karnal Bypass
and Singhu Border

= Plantation alongside and on
the median of the highway

= LBWII\' 13.5 km

= Flowering shrubs: 25,000

= Flowering trees like Gulmohar,
Champa, Amaltas and

Palm: 2,600

= Ornamental grass carpeting:
52,000 square feet

u Fencing of barbed wire around
trees along the stratch

« Project cost: 24.51 crore

Barlier, the HFDC planted
trees in Ayn Nagar and Jonapur
in the Mehrauli region.

Yadav said that the firm
bagged the T15-crore Jonapur
project from the UN Emnvir-
onmental Program during
the Games.

|
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Environment ministry writes to
civic body about nlght sweeping

Neelam Pandey
& neelsm pandey®hindustantimes com

NEW DELHE Because the
Mumnicipal Corporation of Delhi
has been unable to implement
night sweeping across the city,
the Ministry of Environment
and Forest has shot off a letter
Lo the civie agency asking it to
give "serious consideration” to
the project.

An officer on special duty
with the environment minister
Jairam Ramesh has written to
the MCD, saying the ministry
has received several petitions
on this matter.

Saying that night sweeping
reduces. pollution level and
improves air quality, the letter
has asked the civic agency to
update the minister on the mat-
ter. "The Delhi High Court had
directed the MCD to consider

wumumammmmm
early in the morning, which is said to increases pollution. HTFiLE

the city on the lines of other
melropolitan cities," reads the
letter.

The letter, which has been
sent to municipal commission-
er KS Mehra, states that by
implementing night sweeping

"ambient air quality in morn-
ing hours can be improved”.
The civic agency has not
implemented night sweeping in
the city for the past many years
citing several reasons. "It is

introducing night sweeping in

THE HINDU » SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2010 _

Haryanzﬂ)ans manufacture sale of plastic bags

Special Correspondent

CHANDIGARH: The Haryana
Government has prohibited
manufacture, sale, distribu-
tion and use of virgin and re-
cycled plastic carry bags and
recycled plastic containers.
Stating this on Saturday,
Haryana Chief Minister Bhu-
pinder Singh Hooda said that
littering of plastic articles

such as plates, cups, tum-
blers, spoons, forks and straw
at public places such as parks,
playgrounds, recreational
places, tourist centres and re-
ligious places would not be
permitted.

He said in areas having a
special historical, religious
and ecological significance,
use of all types of plastic arti-
cles has been banned. Such

quite difficull to implement this

project. Vehicles are parked
everywhere on the road how
can our staff sweep the streets?
Also, a number of our workers
are women and they don't feel
safe during night," said & sen-
ior MCD official,

Night sweeping was launched
in December 2000 at the order
of the Delhi High Court on a
public interest litigation to curb
dust pollution.

"They have been making
excuses for the past many years.
When other Indian cities can
implement it why can't Delhi?
Several studies have shown that
sweeping roads in the morning
adds to morning haze and dust
raised during sweeping leads
to asthma, bronchitis. It affects -
people who commute in the
morning,” said Ravinder Raj
who had filed a PIL in the Delhi
High Court asking the civie

agency to start night sweeping.

places include Thanesar, Ku-
rukshetra and Pehowa towns,
precincts of Mansa Devi
Temple, Panchkula and
Sheetla Mata Temple, Gur-
gaon; public parks; wild life
sanctuaries and national
parks and Gram Panchayat,
Morni.

The Haryana State Pollu-
tion Control Board would be
the prescribed authority for

enforcement of the provi-
sions of these directions re-
lating to manufacture and
recycling of plastics.

The Municipal Commis-
sioner or Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the concerned
Municipal Corporation or
Municipality would be the
prescribed authority for en-

forcement of the
provisions.
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Austrian Town Taps Forests For Clean Energy °

\ Here, wood fuels
a green alternative

Amit Bhattacharya |

Giissing (Austria): While debates rage
across the world over the costs of mov-
ing away from fossil fuels, a tiny enclave
of a small country in Europe is showing
how green innovation and initiative can
transform lives and spur the economy.
This is the big story of little Glissing, a
town of just 4,000 residents in a back-
ward region of Austria, which in aspan
of a little more than a decade has given
rise to the ‘Gissing model’ of* sustain-
able energy

Twenty years ago, Gussing was a
dead-end town. Barely five kilometres
from the border with Hungary, it lay un
der the shadow of the Cold War. With no
incentive for industries, Giissing had lit-
tle to offer by way of ]obs There was

effort involving private companies and
public institutions, it draws energy from
the region’ s plentiful waste wood. It can
produce 2,000 kWh of electric power as
well as 4,500 kWh of heat. Clean diesel
production from the wood gas is at a
demonstration stage.

The plant has transformed Giissing.
Says Vadasz, “From an outflow of 6.2 mil-
lion euros on energy, the district in 2005
was producing 15 million euros worth of
energy from local renewables. Gassifi-
cation is a clean technology. This and use
of other renewables like solar power has
helped cut our carbon emissions by 70%
— the deepest reduction across Europe.
People have become richer too, with mu-
nicipal tax receipts rising 300%.”

Giissing now has more control over
its energy costs, “During the 2000s, the

steady migration from
the region and 70% of
those who chose to stay
on, commuted weekly to
bigger cities like Vien-
na for work.

The lifting of the
Iron Curtain did little to
improve things. Under
these bleak circum-
stances, the town in the
early 1990s drew up an
energy plan for the
27,000 residents of Giiss-
ing district (of which the
town is the centre). Says
Peter Vadasz, town may-
or since 1992 and one of
the key figures in Gussing's turnaround,
“In 1995, we found the annual energy bill
of the area was 6.2 million euros. All this
money was going out as we were de-
pendent on the outside world for elec-
tricity, heating and motor fuels.”"

The plan was to replace fossil fuels
with local renewables. In 1996, the Euro-
pean Centre for Renewable Energy came
up in Giissing to coordinate research.
Various projects began but the challenge
was to efficiently tap the energy of the
area’s 45% forest cover. Grants from the
federal government and European Union
funded research leading to a break-
through in wood gassification.

Gassification is a way of converting
organic matter into gas in the absence
of oxygen. The gas produced can be used
to generate electricity, with the by-prod-
uct, heat, being utilized for district heat-
ing, It can also be converted into methane
used for heating or cooking, and also for
biofuel production.

(Gussing's flagship innovation was the
‘fluidized bed steam gassification’ tech-
.. hology A biomass plant using the tech-

“.nology started in 2001. A collaborative

17

GREEN SPINOFF: From a town known for its
medieval Hungarian castle, Glissing now
draws eco-tourists who flock to its wood
gassification plant to witness the town's
environmental breakthrough

more oil prices rose, the more we smiled.”
Vadasz adds. And jobs are here too.
Around 50 companies have set up units
around the town, many of them attraci-
ed by the cheap heating, creating 1,100
jobs in the region.

Giissing today is at the frontier of
green tech, its research centres driving
the thrust towards new technologies. It
draws around 20,000 tourists keen on wit-
nessing the town’s turnaround.

But does the story have a takeaway
for India, with its problems of popula-
tion, poverty and under-industrializa-
tion? Says Vadasz, “At the heart of the
Giissing model is the replacement of fos-
sil fuels by locally available renew-
ables...We found solutions that worked
for us. You'll have to find yours,”

(The author visited Giissing at the
invitation of the European Union)
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