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The Hindu, Monday, April 25, 2011 

Rajasthan awarded for developing Panchayati Raj Institutions 
 
Jaipur: Rajasthan on Sunday bagged the first 
prize for strengthening of Panchayati Raj 
Institutions and implementation of new 
initiatives in the field. Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh awarded the prize worth 
Rs.1.50crore to State Panchayati Raj 
Minister Bharat Singh at a function marking 
the national Panchayati Raj Day in New 
Delhi. 

The Aradaka village panchayat of 
Ajmer district also received the ‘pride of the 
nation’ prize worth Rs.10lakh on the 
occasion. The prize was given to Aradaka 
Sarpanch Raisa Khatoon Hoshiyara at the 
function organized at Vigyan Bhavan in 
Delhi. 

 UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi was 
also present at the function. Over 60 elected 

representatives of panchayat bodies from the 
State took part in the function which was 
attended by about 1,000 delegates from all 
over the country. 

The function marked the enactment 
of the Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 
1992, from April 24, 1993, which 
institutionalized Panchayati raj through the 
village, intermediate and district levels 
panchayats. The release quoted Mr.Bharat 
Singh as saying that the works taken up in 
Rajasthan for development of Panchayati 
Raj during 2010-11 were considered the best 
in a national-level survey. “The decision for 
devolving powers of five significant 
departments on panchayats was especially 
hailed as path-breaking”, he said.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Times of India, Sunday, April 17, 2011 

Panchayat Act helps villages regain control over resources 
 
New Delhi: As the government toys with 
devolving more powers to gram sabhas, 
villagers are doing their own thing to regain 
control of resources and manage them, 
empowered by the Panchayat (Extension to 
Scheduled Areas) Act. 

Decentralization is not just a mantra 
in these villages that have declared 
themselves village republics. Gandhi’s idea 
of Gram Swaraj has come true, in part. 

The radical PESA (Panchayat 
Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, 
gives gram sabhas in tribal areas authority to 
decide the use of natural resources. States 
have preferred not to but villages like 
Kamyapeta in Andhra and Mendha in 
Maharashtra have wrested control. 
Some experts estimate more than 1500 
villages across the tribal belts have asserted 
their rights under the powerful act, some 
with better results than others. 
Richard Mahapatra of the Centre for Science 
and Environment, who studied some of 
these villages, says the number of such 
villagers is rising. “Villages which declared 
themselves republics are ones which saw 
threats to their resources.” 
The most touted story is of Mendha in 
Gadchirolli district of Maharashtra. 

The battle began for the Gond tribal’s of the 
village to control the dense forests that cover 
80% of their village. When the forest 
department tried to deny people their 
traditional rights, they decided to take the 
battle full on. Other villages around the 
came out in support. 
Like every battle fought the gandhian way, 
they picked an icon- their Ghotuls or 
dormitories for adolescents to learn tradition 
and culture. Ghotuls are made of wood and 
when the forest department destroyed one 
that Medha had made, the tribal’s rose in 
protest. Neighboring villages also built 
Ghotuls of wood from the forest. A sabha of 
several Gond villages was convened and 
decided to back Mendha. 
After four years, the government handed 
back control of the forest to the people of 
Mendha and today the forest department 
works with villagers. 

The village has an anthem “Mawa 
nate mate Raj, Dilli-Mumbai mawa raj (in 
our village we are the government, in Delhi 
and Mumbai it is out government)”. The 
gram sabha’s permission is a must to 
undertake any work in the village area. One 
even the governor of Maharashta had to seek 
permission from gram sabha to enter its 
domain.  

 
 
 



 
 
Hindustan Times, Sunday, April 24, 2011 

Medha Lekha to be first village to harvest bamboo 
 
New Delhi: Over 150 years after a 
traditional right of poor tribals – to harvest 
bamboo- was snatched by British 
government, it will be resorted next 
Wednesday in a small tribal village in naxal-
infested Gadchiroli district of Maharastra. 
Mendha Lekha village in the district will 
become forest village in India where 
harvesting bamboo will be recognized as a 
community right of tribals and other forest 
dwellers. 
Since 1857, bamboo has remained under the 
grip of India’s forest bureaucracy, which has 
refused to let g  

The change became possible after 
environment minister Jairam Ramesh in 
March informed the state governments that 
bamboo will not be treated as a tree under 
Indian Forest Act anymore and will be 

considered a minor forest produce like tendu 
leaf. 

Congress-ruled Maharashtra was the 
forest to leap on the opportunity provided by 
Ramesh, a Congress minister in the Centre, 
the right will be granted to Mendha Lekha 
village in presence of Maharashtra CM 
Pritviraj Chavan and Ramesh next 
Wednesday. 
o of this money-spinning forest product. It 
finally became a legal right for forest 
bureaucracy when the British enacted the 
Indian Forest Act in 1927, which 
categorized bamboo as a tree, thereby 
preventing local forest dwellers from 
harvesting local forest dwellers from 
harvesting them without requisite 
permission from the forest department. The 
regime had been followed in independent 
India. 
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