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The Hindu, Monday, February 14, 2011 
Centre evolves new educational methodology for rural development 
 

New Delhi: To ensure power use of its 
Rs.86,553 crore annual rural spending, an 
ambitious curriculum to train and educate all 
those involved in the execution of the 
programmes concerned is on the anvil. This 
mass-based decentralized capacity building 
process, the first of its kind among developing 
countries, intends to develop skills of 40 lakh 
hands annually. 

To achieve this, the Centre has evolved a 
new educational and training methodology for 
rural development and improving the livelihoods 
of the rural folk under a Central Training 
Authority to be set up under a new law currently 
under consideration. 

The Union Ministry of Rural 
Development has come up with the draft 
National rural Development Training Authorities 
Bill, 2011 which has been received the approval 
of both the Law Ministry and Expenditure 
Ministry. It has been circulated for public 
opinion before its introduction in Parliament for 
ratification. 
Restructure of Process: 

 entire training and educational process 
will be restructured so as to address 
shortcomings pointed out by both the 
Comptroller and Auditor General of India 
(CAG) and Planning Commission. The two 
bodies have expressed concern that such a large 
sum was being spent through people who were 
not properly trained and help poor capacity as a 
factor for the poor outcome in the rural sector. 
Consequently, it has been recommended under 
the proposed law that at least one percent of the 

budget allocation for the rural sector should be 
earmarked for training and educational activities. 
In the present context, it works out to an 
expenditure of about Rs.865 crore annually. 
All the 30 lakh panchayat members, 45 lakh 
government functionaries, members of the slef 
help groups (SHGs), and 40 lakh Bharat Nirman 
volunteers will be trained under the new 
structure, which means 2 crore people need to be 
brought under the process. With the panchayat 
elections being held every five years, besides the 
changing composition of the other groups, the 
proposed process calls for continuity. 
It will be the responsibility of the authority to 
develop the academic and knowledge generation 
architecture and establish different “schools” 
covering all aspects of rural development and 
improving rural livelihoods. 
The Central Training Authority at the national 
level will function under te chairmanship of the 
Union Rural Development Minister and its 
function will be decentralized with similar 
structures right down to the block level. 
The National Institute of Rural Development, 
Hyderabad, will be converted as the Central 
Training Authority which will have two vice 
chairpersons, members drawn from central 
ministries, Planning commission and State 
governments, academicians, seven legislators 
from across the State, two Lok Sabha members 
and a Rajya Sabha member, Chairman 
University Grants Commission, three vice-
chancellors, including that of IGNOU. Its 
headquarters will be Hyderabad. 



 
The Pioneer, Thursday, February 24, 2011 
First of a kind: ‘farm Budget’ by Yeddyurappa 
 
 
Bangalore: In what is said to be a first in the 
country, Karnatak Chief Minister BS 
Yeddyurappa will present an agricultural 
budget on February 24. Yeddurappa told 
The Pioneer that he would be presenting an 
exclusive agricultural budget to help crisis 
stricken agricultural sector. 

He said, “I am presenting an 
exclusive agricultural budget to help the 
farming sector. My Government is planning 
to reduce the interest rates on the farming 
sector. It is a unique exercise.” 

The Chief Minister will also 
announce agricultural loans at just one per 
cent interest from the current three per cent 
to help curb the negative growth of the 
sector in the State. 

Agricultural experts are worried over 
the sector showing a negative growth of 0.4 
per cent, a trend prevalent for the past few 
years compared to the national GDP growth 
and welcome this separate budget to aid 

farming sector. The experts are of the 
opinion that the Chief Minister, apart from 
bringing down the interest rates to one per 
cent on the farming loan, will be expected to 
announce sops to help the farming sector. 
Professor RS Deshpande, Director of the 
Institute of Social and Economic Change 
(ISEC), a premiere research institute in the 
country, has welcomes the exclusive 
agricultural budget being presented by the 
Government. 

He said, “This is a very good 
initiative by the Government. This is very 
unique also in the country. We have to 
watch for new schemes that will boost 
farming sector in the State.” 

Talking to The Pioneer the chairman 
of Organic farming Mission, AS Anand has 
welcomes the concept of the agricultural 
budget and said the organic farming field 
would expect more from the Government to 
boost such farming in the State. 
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