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The Hindu, Thursday, March 24, 2011 
Panchayats must have a crucial role in spreading hygiene: President 
 
New Delhi: President Pratibha Patil on 
Wednesday underlined the need to assign 
panchayats a crucial role in spreading 
hygiene and inculcate sanitation as a habit 
among children to raise a healthy 
generation. 

Addressing a function organized by 
the Drinking Water and Sanitation 
Department under the Ministry of Rural 
Development, the President said a clean 
village was an important as a productive 
village and exhorted that sanitation issues 
were as important as development issues. 

Ms.Patil gave away Nirmal Gram 
Puraskar to 21 gram panchayats and one 
block panchayat for attaining total 
sanitation, free of open defecation. 

She said involvement of panchayats 
in developmental programmes ensured 
better implementation of schemes at the 
ground level and prescribed constant and 
vigorous exercises to impart proper training 
to panchayat members. The need is to use 
the panchayats as knowledge kiosks for 
creating awareness. 

Ms.Patil underlined the need to focus 
on the sanitary needs of women, adolescent 
girls in village and infants and children. To 
take the sanitation programme forward she 

suggested appointing women as 
“ambassadors of sanitation.” 
The anganwadi workers should be motivated 
to make children adopt good sanitary habits. 
Similarly, schools should work to inculcate 
sanitation and hygiene habits in students. 
“Health and good hygiene behavior at an 
early stage in children can ensure a 
generational change.” 

Children should be taught that toilets 
are part of the house and the school and it 
must have the same level of cleanliness as in 
the rest of the house and the classroom, 
Ms.Patil said and suggested hygienic 
practice for the use of toilets as they were 
used by others too. 

“When you leave it after use, leave it 
clean for the next user. You should not feel 
hesitant in cleaning the toilet.” Underscoring 
that about 1,000 children die every day due 
to diarrhea-related diseases, Ms.Patil called 
for integrating hygiene issues into the fields 
of public health policies, education and 
community welfare. 

Union Minister of Rural 
Development Vilasrao Deshmukh 
announced a new programme to attain a 
personal hygiene and solid and liquid 
management goal in rural areas by 2022. 
 
 

 
 
 



Hindustan Times, Friday, March11, 2011 
Bamboo to be income source for tribals 
 
New Delhi: Bamboo could be a new source 
of livelihood for tribal’s and forest dwellers 
living in several Naxal-affected areas across 
India. The environment ministry has decided 
to define bamboo as grass under the Indian 
Forest Act of 1927 – a bible for forest 
bureaucracy in the country – thereby 
allowing forest- dwellers its harvest. 
As of now, bamboo is categorized as a tree, 
meaning timber, which is under exclusive 
control of the forest departments. It means 
that removing bamboo without permission 
of forest department can result in jail of upto 
one year. Bamboo, unlike trees, can grow 
again on its own after harvesting. 
The bamboo’s definition under the colonial 
forest act as in violation of the Forest Rights 
Act of 2006, which defined bamboo as 
minor forest produce. It meant that even 
though rights of over million forest dwellers 
and tribal’s were recognized, they did not 
access to bamboo, a rich forest produce. 
“Most bamboo is found in India’s poorest 
tribal areas,” said Nandan Saxena, whose 
film on bamboo Hollow Cylinder promoted 
MPs to urge the government to change its 
definition. 
Environment minister Jairam Ramesh 
confirmed to HT that the change was under 
way and will be announced in couple of 
days. “It will usher new livelihood avenue 
for millions of poor living in and around 
forests, “he said. 
The UPA government’s decision can 
improve livelihood of tribal’s such as 
Kangila Devi in Arunachal Pradesh, who 
gets just fifty paisa for a making pack of 10 

sticks of incense, which in the retail market 
costs more than Rs.20/-. It is because they 
get bamboo from the licensed harvesters, not 
directly from forests, their traditional source 
for centuries. 
Bamboo has changed rural economies of 
China and Taiwan, its biggest exporters in 
the world. In India, forest department’s 
regulations have been termed as a biggest 
stumbling block in its wider use. 
Shankar Gopalkrishnan of tribal rights group 
Campaign for survival and Dignity said the 
poor would not benefit unless right of the 
people in owning, managing and use of 
bamboo is respected. “License raj of forest 
departments should end and the ministry 
should clearly state that,” he said. 
Many foresters such as M K Ranjit Singh, a 
former joint secretary in the environment 
ministry, do not quite agree. “The benefit to 
the poor will depend on how the local 
exercise their right and they don’t fall prey 
to paper mill owners,” he said, while asking 
the government not to allow harvesting 
bamboos inside 600 protected areas. 
The UPA’s decision would have little effect 
if the state governments fail to set up 
bamboo-intensive industries close to home 
for tribals. 
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