Panchavati Raj Act to be amended soon in Kerala

Special Correspondent The Hindu, 26th September 2007

The Kerala Government will amend the Panchayati Raj act by including stringent
provisions to enforce the plastic ban, Minister for Self-government Paloli Mohammed
Kutty has said.

Mr. Mohammed Kutty told reporters here on Tuesday that the consultative
committee had prepared the draft provisions to amend the act. The flow of plastic from
other States would be curbed by intensifying vigil at check posts.

Steps would be taken to get the stay lifted on the ban order on plastics up to 50
microns.

The Government order in this regard was stayed owing to an incongruity in the
notification. The notification would be corrected and presented in the court, he said.

A time — bound schedule had been worked out to enforce the ban. The schedule
would come into force from Wednesday.

All hospitals would be cleaned on Thrusday.This would be followed by a cleaning
operation involving commercial institutions, hostels, marriage halls, hotels, water sources

and educational institutions. The work would go till October 3.

District-level programmes would be organised from October 3 to 8 as part of the
‘Garbage-free Kerala’ drive, the Minister said.

He said the Local Administration Department had urged the finance Department
to levy more duty on plastic carry bags and cut the duty on alternative materials.

Gram Sabhas can coordinate with biodiversity panel

Aarti Dhar The Hindu, 28th September, 2007

It will promote assertion of intellectual property rights and ensure even
sharing of benefits

Gram sabhas can coordinate with the biodiversity management committee, created under
the Biological Diversity Act, 2002,to document the biodiversity resources being
conserved, sustainably used and managed by it under the Scheduled Tribes and other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of forest Rights) Act, 2006.



The Draft rules to the tribal Rights act also empower the gram sabhas to record
individual, group or community knowledge associated with such biodiversity and cultural
diversity and voluntarily disclosed by knowledge providers.

This documentation shall be the property of the gram sabha and it will decide on which of
its parts or contents are to be made freely available to the public, and the terms and
conditions under which other parts or contents may be disclosed to the parties.

The gram sabha can coordinate with the State Biodiversity Boards as well as the
protected Plant Varieties and Farmers Rights Authority in the management of such
documented knowledge to promote assertion of intellectual property rights and ensure
equitable sharing of benefits from its use. The gram sabha will regulate access to
biodiversity resources by outsiders and to levy collection charges and work out benefit
sharing arrangements.

When a right of access to biodiversity and community right to intellectual property and
traditional knowledge related to biodiversity and cultural diversity has been recognized, it
will include rights to regulate access, control, develop and protect traditional science and
technology associated with biodiversity resources including genetic resources, seeds,
medicines, health practices, medicinal plants, agriculture, knowledge of the flora and
fauna, minerals and other indigenous knowledge systems and practices, according to the
draft rules.

As far as the duties of the holders of forest rights are concerened, the draft rules empower
the gram sabhas to perform the duties on behalf of the holders, and the duties include
preparing a plan for the protection and management of community forest resources,
sanctuaries and national parks; biodiversity and watershed management plans.

The gram sabha will guide functioning of the joint forest Management Committee, the
Eco-development Committee, the Biodiversity Management Committee or any such
institution.



