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CONTENTS
v A Survey of 72 Forest Protection Committees (FPC’s) in the 

Midnapur West Forest Departments (FDs) found that out of 8158 
members only 241 (less than 2%) were women.

v A decade long water campaign was launched by the Self Employed 
Women’s Association (SEWA) in 1995 in 9 districts of Gujarat. 
[Watershed Management Project in Patan, Gujarat].

v Work force participation rate of women : 22.7 (male 51.6%)

Rural Areas : 27.2% Urban Areas : 9.7%

v Women’s Average contribution in overall farm production is 55-
66% of total labour.

v Women provide half of the labour in rice cultivation in India.

v Inclusion of women beneficiaries has been made mandatory in the 
matter of selection of beneficiaries for schemes like Indira Awas 
Yojna, Randhanjyoti schemes etc.

v Out of 95,000 Self Help Groups in Assam, 70,000 SHGs have been 
formed with Women beneficiaries only. Most of these SHGs are 
rendered Self-Sufficient through liberal bank loans and 
Government grants.

v To ensure rightful status of women, State Women Policy for Assam 
has been adopted for the first time.

v Kanya Suraksha Schemes has been launched to generate more 
awareness about proper care of the girl child. Valuable tree 
saplings are provided free of cost to poor families at the time of 
birth of girl child so that the trees when mature may come to 
financial relief of the girl for education and marriage etc. in later 
life. For this purpose, one nursery in every Development Block has 
been opened throughout the State. (Assam)

v Adequate quantities of yarn are provided to 5000 weavers in every 
LA constituency to make the weavers of the State economically 
Self-reliant. (Assam)

Do you know ?

When women moves forward, the family 

moves, the village moves, and the nations moves

Articles are invited on the topic of 

“Environmental Education in Panchayat” 

for the next edition of the Newsletter “PANCHAYAT ”.

— Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
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Indian population comprise of 48.1% women and 51.9% men.

lEikndh;

Hkkjr esa iapk;rksa dh vo/kkj.kk vfr izkphu gSA iapk;rh jkt ,d ,slh laLFkk gS 
ftldk xzkeh.k ’kklu ds lkFk lh/kk laca/k gSA ;g ’kklu O;oLFkk xk¡oksa ds fgrksa ls 
tqM+s lkekftd ,oe~ vkfFkZd fo"k;ksa ij fopkj djus] fu.kZ; ysus rFkk ykxw djus esa 
lgk;rk djrh gSA vLlh ds n’kd esa lafo/kku la’kks/ku dh fn’kk esa dk;Z fd, x,A 
1992 esa lafo/kku esa 73 oka la’kks/ku fd;k x;k vkSj blesa efgykvksa dks iapk;rh jkt 
esa egÙoiw.kZ Hkwfedk nh xbZA iapk;rh jkt O;oLFkk esa efgykvksa dh Hkkxhnkjh iapk;rh 
jkt ds bfrgkl esa ,d u;k vk;ke gSA lcls egÙoiw.kZ ckr ;g gS fd u, lafo/kku esa 
efgykvksa dks 33 izfr’kr vkj{k.k fn;k x;k gSA

73 osa la’kks/ku ds i’pkr~ efgykvksa dh Hkkxhnkjh dks iapk;rh jkt esa c<+kok fn;k 
x;kA efgykvksa dks bl ckr ls tkx‘r djk;k fd mudh ,d vyx igpku gSA ubZ 
iapk;rh jkt O;oLFkk esa efgykvksa dks lnL;ksa ds #i esa LFkku fn;k x;k gSA iapk;r 
}kjk fy, x, izR;sd fu.kZ; esa efgykvksa dh l’kDr Hkkxhnkjh gSA mUgsa Hkh fdlh Hkh 
fo"k; ds i{k vFkok foi{k esa fu.kZ; ysus dk vf/kdkj gSA

vkt ds iapk;rh jkt esa efgykvksa dk egÙoiw.kZ LFkku gSA xzkeh.k {ks=k ds fodkl 
dk;ksZa esa Hkh efgykvksa dk ;ksxnku de ugha gSA vkt efgyk,¡ gj {ks=k esa iq#"kksa ds 
lkFk dne ls dne feyk dj py jgh gSA pkgs og {ks=k f’k{k.k dk gks ;k fQj 
rduhdh dkS’ky fn[kkus dkA

blh J‘a[kyk esa Hkkjrh; i;kZoj.k lfefr us iapk;r ds bl vad esa efgyk 
l’kfDrdj.k ij izdk’k Mkyk gSA

vk’kk djrs gSa fd iapk;r dk ;g vad efgyk l’kfDrdj.k esa vkSj iapk;rh jkt 
O;oLFkk dks etcwr djus esa lg;ksx nsxkA

Mk0 ns’k cU/kq
v/;{k

Hkkjrh; i;kZoj.k lfefr
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by Divya Sharma , Project Associate, IES

NATIONAL POLICY - AN INITIATIVE FOR
EMPOWERING WOMEN

 Introduction

 National Policy for the Empowerment of Women

 The objectives of National Policy for
 Empowerment of  women are

Empowerment is the process of change by which 
individuals or groups gain power and ability to take 
control over their lives. It involves increased well being, 
access to resources, increased self-confidence, self-esteem 
and respect, increased participation in decision making 
and increased control over benefits, resources and own 
life. Empowerment of Women is a wide term basically 
concerned with the Empowerment through education, 
ideas, through mobilization and participatory approach to 
improve their quality of lives. Thus Women 
Empowerment refers to the process by which women 
acquire due recognition in accordance with their male 
counterparts and participate in the development process 
of the society and live a life with dignity.

Within the framework of democratic policy, our laws, 
development policies, plans and programmes have aimed 
at Women’s advancement in different spheres. From the 
Fifth Five Year Plan onwards there is a marked shift in 
the approach to women’s issue from welfare to 
development. Empowerment of Women is recognized 
globally as a key element to achieve progress in all areas. 
The year 2001 was observed as Women Empowerment 
year by UN. The National Policy for the Empowerment of 
Women was evolved in the same year. The policy 
underlines the need for mainstreaming gender 
perspective in the development process. The focus of this 
policy is on the advancement, development and 
empowerment of women.

v Creating an environment through positive economic 
and social policies for full development of women to 
enable them to realize their full potential.

v The de-jure and de-facto enjoyment of all human 
rights and fundamental freedom by women on equal 
basis with men in all spheres – political, economical, 
social, cultural and civil.

v Equal access to participation and decision making of 
women in social, political and economical life of the 
nation.

v Equal access to women to health care, quality 
education at all levels, career and vocational 

guidance, employment, equal remuneration, 
occupational health and safety, social security.

v Strengthening legal systems aimed at elimination of 
all forms of discrimination against women.

v Changing societal attitudes and community practices 
by active participation and involvement of both men 
and women.

v Mainstreaming a gender perspective in the 
development process.

v Elimination of discrimination and all forms of 
violence against women and girl child.

v Building and strengthening partnerships with civil 
society, particularly women’s organizations. Besides 
empowering women to participate in decision making 
process the policy also visualized the means of 
economic and social empowerment of women.

v Poverty Eradication : Women are often in situation 

of extreme poverty, which is further aggravated by 
household and social discrimination. Though women 
play a major role in agriculture and allied sector but 
their contribution is hardly recognized. Concerted 
efforts will be made to ensure the benefits of training, 
extension of various programmes will reach them to 
make them more effective in their own area of 
operation. To provide economic empowerment to 
women there is a special need to provide necessary 
support measures to enhance their capabilities and 
effort has to be made for improved implementation of 
programmes that are already women oriented.

 Economic Empowerment of Women
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Taking the economy as a whole, women perform two-third of the work,
but, earn only one-tenth of the income.

Women should have access to comprehensive, 
affordable and quality health care.

v Shelter : Women’s perspectives should be included in 

housing policies, planning and housing colonies and 
provision of shelter has to be made both in urban and 
rural area.

v Environment : The majority of rural women still 

depend on the locally available sources of energy such 
as animal dung, crop waste and fuel wood. In order to 
ensure the efficient use of these energy resources in 
an environmental friendly manner, the use of non-
conventional energy resources should be promoted . 
Women will be involved in spreading the use of solar 
energy, biogas, and smokeless chulahs in order to 
have a visible impact of these measures in changing 
the life styles of rural women.

 

v In rural sector, Panchayati Raj Institution are 
already working towards women’s empowerment by 
reserving not less than one-third of total number of 
posts of members and chairpersons at all three levels.

v The panchayats should formulate and execute various 
programmes of economic development and social 
justice in order to empower the women.

v The Panchayati Raj Institution’s should be involved 
in the implementation and execution of the National 
Policy for Women at the grassroots level.

 

The scope for empowerment of women is usually 
limited by the inequalities and discrimination which 
women face collectively in all the aspect of life. So, there is 
an immediate need to address women’s rights, women’s 
issues as a group in order to make them empower. Other 
important aspect, which is necessary for the 
empowerment of women, is to bring about an attitudinal 
change in both men and women. There is an immediate 
need to replace the feeling that women are meant only for 
household activities and rearing children by a feeling of 
equal partnership of women and men.

Role of Panchayati Raj in Empowerment of women

Conclusion

v Micro-Finance : It includes a set of services 

comprising the following activities.

• Micro-Credit : Micro credit includes the 

provision of small loans, primarily for income 
generation activities and also for consumption and 
contingency need.

• Micro-Saving : The term micro saving is used for 

small savings from their own resources.

In order to enhance the out reach of credit and women 
access to credit, the establishment of new, and 
strengthening of existing micro-credit mechanism 
and micro-finance institution will be undertaken. 
Other supportive measures like  adequate flow of 
credit through banks and financial institutions, so 
that women have easy access to credit.

Social empowerment focuses on the removal of 
inequalities and discrimination in all the areas whether 
in education, nutrition, shelter, health and environment 
in relation to men.

v Education : Education of women is a powerful 

weapon for empowering women. Their lack of 
education limits their ability to earn money and to 
participate in decision-making in their families and 
community. Equal access to education for women and 
girls should be ensured. Special measures will be 
taken to eliminate discrimination, eradicate 
illiteracy, increase enrolment and retention rates of 
girls and improve the quality of education.

v Nutrition : In view of the high risk of malnutrition 

and disease that women face at all the stages of life i.e. 
infancy, childhood, adolescent and reproductive 
phase, special efforts has to be made in order to tackle 
the problem of macro and micro nutrient deficiencies 
in order to provide good health status to women.

v Health : A holistic approach to women’s health which 

includes both nutrition and health services will be 
adopted and special attention will be given to the 
needs of women and the girl at all the stages of life. 

 Social Empowerment of Women
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WOMEN EMPOWERMENT - INDIA AND
THE REST OF THE WORLD

by Sangeeta Bandyopadhyay, Project Associate, IES

T
oday Women Empowerment is not only a most 

debatable topic among common masses but it is 

also the most required thing for the advancement 

of women in the developing countries like India.

In India if we want to think of a small family unit, a 

range of external forces shapes its formation patterns, 

structures and functions.

When we talk about our traditional Indian culture 

and the status of women in our country, we tend to 

highlight the greatness of our heritage. We bow to our 

respected women hood; we worship women as goddesses, 

offer fruits, sweets and eat the leftovers as ‘PRASAD’. We 

believe that we, more or less, have been following the 

same cultural tradition all through. But in practice we are 

following just the contrary.

Women in our country, in general, cook food for their 

men folk, serve them while the food is hot and eat after 

them what is left. In fact, women eating the leftovers do 

not mean that they literally survive on the leftovers only. 

But the practice certainly reflects the attitude of the 

society towards women, subjecting them to humiliation 

and inducing self-deprivement on them.

Moreover in our traditional Indian family we still 

have a prerequisite idea that male members are the only 

earning members. This idea as a result gives birth to 

gender inequality in most of the parts of our country. So 

self-reliance and self-sufficiency becomes one of the most 

important things through which women can overcome 

their inequalities as compared with men.

In addition to this in India 70% population is still 

living below the poverty line. And some of the basic factors 

enhancing poverty includes the limited access to 

resources - the lower the level of education and 

awareness, the higher the competition for various value 

services, like - health and nutrition - where women with 

their children becomes the most vulnerable group due to 

gender differences and inequality. The way in which 

poverty affects women is somehow differs from men. 

Hence in order to bring women out of poverty by 

developing their self-sufficiency and self-esteem, it is 

important to implement policies and strategies for their 

empowerment that in turn meet their specific needs and 

grievances.Empowerment should be sought as a 

transformative strategy for poverty eradication. 

However, empowerment does not occur in a vacuum state. 

It needs a enabling environment and a medium for 

realization of such an objective.

 

If we look beyond India, many parts of the remaining 

world are also struggling with this. Long back, with the 

proclamation of 1975 as International Women’s Year 

(IWY) the UN has set an example of how an NGO 

initiative can be taken up which resulted in a massive 

mobilization process. IWY provided the UN with a 

framework within which women’s needs and views could 

be promoted.

The 1975 World Conference of the International 

Women’s Year in Mexico City was the first-ever global 

inter-governmental conference specifically organized to 

address women’s issues and world problems from 

women’s perspectives. It was the first major UN events in 

which a vast majority (73%) of the 1,200 delegates were 

women. In addition, a woman headed 113 of the total 133 

delegations. However, the proportion of men (27%) among 

the delegates was higher than the usual proportion of 

women at other UN conferences at that time. The UN 

General Assembly, endorsing the Declaration of Mexico 

and the World Plan of Action, proclaimed the years 1976-

1985 as the United Nation Decades for Women.

The experiences gained, obstacles encountered and 

results achieved during the entire UN Decade for Women 

were thoroughly assessed and evaluated in Nairobi in 

1985 at the World Conference to review and appraise the 

achievements of the United Nations decade for Women : 

Equality, Development and Peace. The evaluation 

showed that the objectives set forth in Mexico had not 

been achieved during the Decade, but that plenty of other 

significant results had been attained. After a decade the 

Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing from 

4-15 September 1995, which was a massive success both 

in terms of its size and results. The official conference was 

attended by the delegations of 189 governments, more 

than any other UN Conference. It had some 17,000 

participants with 6,000 delegates, more than 4,000 

accredited NGO representatives, about 4,000 journalists, 

and many officials from all the organizations of the UN 

system.

The official document adopted by the Beijing 

Conference is called the Beijing Declaration and 

Platforms for action for Equality, Development and Peace 

Global Context
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Agriculture and Allied Sectors employ 89.5% of total female in rural India.

(PFA). First and foremost, the PFA provides an 

introduction to and assessment of the global situation 

from women’s viewpoints. It then specifies 12 critical 

areas of concern for which it set strategic objectives and 

proposals for action to be taken for the achievement of the 

objectives. These critical areas of concern are poverty, 

education and training, health, violence against women, 

armed conflicts, economy, power and decision making, 

institutional mechanisms, human rights, the media, the 

environment and the girl-child.

The mission statement at the beginning of PFA 

says that “the Platform for Action is an agenda” for 

women’s empowerment’. Thus, the Emphasis is no longer 

merely on achieving equality and eradicating 

discrimination but on the empowerment of women so that 

they become full and equal partners in all policies and 

decision-making processes in their communities. 

Equality with men in a male-dominated culture and 

society alone is not enough. Women need to be empowered 

to bring their own views to policy-making and the 

development of Society, and to set their own priorities in 

accordance with their inherent values.

In all plan documents a number of women specific 

and women related policies were adopted by the 

Government of India. But from Fifth Five Year Plan 

(1974-78) onwards there has been a marked shift in the 

approach to women’s issues from the concept of welfare to 

development. The National Plan of Action for Women 

adopted in 1976 became a guiding document for the 

development of women. A National Perspective Plan for 

Women (1988-2000) was drafted for the development of 

women. The National Nutritional Policy, the National 

Policy on Education, the National Population Policy have 

significant component for women aimed at their 

empowerment.

Some of the strategies are :

v Expediting action to legislate reservation of not less 

than one-third seats for women in Parliament and in 

the State Legislative Assemblies to ensure adequate 

 Indian Context

representation of women in decision-making.

v Adopting an integrated approach towards 

empowering women through effective convergences of 

effective services, resources, infrastructure and 

manpower in both women-specific and women-related 

sectors.

v Adopting a special strategy of “Women’s component 

Plan” to ensure that no less than 30 per cent of 

funds/benefits flow to women from other 

developmental sector.

v Organizing women Self-help Groups and thus mark 

the beginning of a major process of empowering 

women.

v Ensuring easy and equal access to education to 

women and girls.

v Equipping women with necessary skills in the modern 

trades, which could make them economically self-

reliant.

v Increasing access to credit through setting up of a 

“Development Bank for women Entrepreneurs” in 

small sectors.

  

In rural sector, Panchayati Raj Institutions are 

already working towards women empowerment by 

reserving not less than one-third of total number of its 

posts of members and chairpersons at all three levels. The 

Panchayat have the responsibility to formulate and 

execute various programmes of economic development 

and social justice.

v Panchayat can conduct different training 

programmes for women and after the training 

Panchayat can also help the trainee for their self 

employment.

v Panchayat can help women to get loans from banks to 

start their own business.

v Panchayat can provide aid to build the houses for 

women living below the poverty line.

v Panchayat can help to form self-help groups for 

women and can also help to sale the outputs of that 

group.

 

India as a signatory to the UN Convention has taken 

several measures “including legislation, to ensure full 

development and advancement of women for the purpose 

of guaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment of 

human rights and fundamental freedom on a basis of 

quality with men”. The women-specific programmes are 

showing positive results in empowering women, yet one 

feels that there are miles to go and promises to keep.

Role of Panchayat

Conclusion
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A case study by the GEORGE FOUNDATION

D
ue to the lack of specific implementation plans 
and faulty representations, local communities 
have not adequately accepted government and 

private schemes for the upliftment of women. Women 
have not actively participated in their own emancipation 
due to their lack of economic independence and rampant 
illiteracy. Therefore, The George Foundation decided to 
address the issue by raising the status of women in Hosur 
Taluk through economic empowerment and education.

Dharmapuri District is the most backward district in 
Tamil Nadu. In the geographical location selected, there 
are no high schools, no private schools, inadequate 
primary health sub-centers, and no NGOs. Roads, water 
supply, drainage and communication network are 
inadequate to augment economic development. 
Fragmented land holdings are not conducive to 
commercial farming. Child labor is rampant in this 
socially backward area. Population statistics of our 
country clearly indicate that quality education is out of 
the reach of the poor and marginalized irrespective of 
their innate potential. Women are often exploited by their 
communities. They have very little voice and no 
knowledge or means of improving their social and 
economic status.

In the villages of the area, the caste system is deeply 
entrenched. The lower caste colonies are ostracized and 
basic facilities are denied to them. Female infanticide is a 
common practice and women are punished socially for 
bearing girl children. Gender biases are very evident in 
the preferential treatment given to the male child.

Rain-dependent agriculture, home-based animal 
husbandry, silkworm rearing and brick making are the 
main income generating activities. Fisheries, horticulture 
and industries have been established in a few select areas 
such as Dharmapuri, Krishnagiri and Hosur. Rural folk 
find it difficult to travel to these cities in search of jobs. 
The average family income level is below the poverty line.

One of the popular schemes employed by several 
NGOs, and supported by some international and bilateral 
agencies, is the so-called “micro-finance” or small loans 
that usually range up to $100 (Rs. 5,000) per women to 
start some form of business. Notable successes have been 
recorded, and the program has received considerable 
world attention. Most poor women entrepreneurs are said 
to have been able to make their businesses successful, and 
repay the loan. However, our experience in this area with 
lower caste poor women has been somewhat different.

Poor women, especially from backward communities 
and lower castes, are mostly illiterate, and have very little 
social and economic status. In India, there are over 300 
million such people, mainly in rural areas. The 
unemployed are nearly 150 million people, a great 
majority of them belonging to these deprived sections of 
the society. Without meaningful skills, social status, and 
economic power, they are unable to do any business on 
their own even with financial assistance.

To start even a small rural business, it takes no less 
than $500. According to some studies conducted by the 
Enterpreneurship Development Institute of India, 
Ahmedabad, the average capital need for a one-person 
small business is in excess of Rs. 1 lakh ($2,000). Further, 
the chances of making any business successful is very 
small - the odds are barely 1 in hundred for an educated 
person. Uneducated lower caste rural women find it 
almost impossible to initiate any such entrepreneuring 
work without adequate capital, proper training, and on-
site daily support.

Based on our understanding of the problem faced in 
our rural community, we have devised a scheme for 
empowering poor and socially deprived women. The key 
ingredients of this program can be summarized as follows:

1. Adequate training in an area where the women have 
natural abilities and understanding (for example, 
farming and cattle rearing)

2. Use of superior technology to obtain better output and 
higher profits (modern farming techniques, such as 
use of proper fertilizers, deep ploughing, drip 
irrigation, etc.

3. Creation of financial assets through savings (from 
profit generated from sale of produce, over and above 
wages received)

4. Ownership of physical assets (use of financial assets 
to purchase cultivable land - ½ acre per family)

5. Sharing of resources such as wells, tractor, etc. among 
several farmers

6. Provide a support system that addresses concerns, 
difficulties, know-how, etc.

7. Access to information and markets (knowing what 
high-value crop to grow and when, which markets 
offer higher prices on a given day, tie up export 
contracts, etc.)

Only when these requirements can be met, we believe 

Continue on 9 page

WOMEN’S ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT THROUGH CO-OPERATIVE 
FARMING, VOCATIONAL TRAINING & BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
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Women have heavy workload with dual responsibility for farm and household production.

A BOON FOR WOMEN’S ECONOMY :
SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON ANDHRA PRADESH

by Gaurav Sharma, Project Associate, IES

W
hen women moves forward, the family moves, 
the village moves, and nations moves” these 
words of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru is the 

Central theme in the Socio-Economic paradigm of the 
country as it is an accepted fact that only when women are 
in the main stream of progress can any economic and 
social development be meaningful. About 15 crore women 
in the country neither have land nor any assets but still 
they are running their families. Their families would 
starve if women stopped toiling. Women empowered by 
economic independence can contribute to society at the 
same time improve their standard of living and self 
esteem has been demonstrated in the past by efforts of 
many organization.

About 250 millions women live in the rural areas of 
Andhra Pradesh State. These women bear a crushing 
workload at home and in the fields but their contribution 
to rural development is often overlooked. Despite 
commendable improvement in various human 
development and social indicators since independence, a 
lot still remains to be done in the sphere for rightful place 
to the women in the Socio-economic fabric. Literacy level 
of these women is still lower at unacceptable limits.

There exists lack of awareness among most of our 
women about the rights as well as the various schemes 
and measures of the government aimed at improving 
their socio and economic status.

In order to alter scenario the Government has 
launched an innovative, novel programme i.e. DWCRA 
(Development of Women and Children in Rural Areas) 
which focus on organization of women into groups to 
foster a collective approach to their lot by enhancing their 

bargaining power and also to resist exploitation. These 
organised women can pull many of the resources of the 
Government programmes into the village for their 
benefit. Hence they will be in a position to harvest the 
opportunities from schemes, resources, services and the 
laws meant to help them.

The government of Andhra Pradesh has taken up 
Women Empowerment as one of the main strategies to 
tackle socio economic poverty. Self help movement by 
women-apart chosen by them to shape their destiny for 
the better. The salient features of DWCRA includes 
participatory approach, revolving fund, thrifts and credit, 
income generative activities, training & awareness. 
There are about 0.334 million women in self groups in 
Andhra Pradesh covering nearly 4058 million rural poor 
women. This accounts nearly half of the self help groups 
existing in the country.

As the year 2001 has been declared as a year of 
Women Empowerment a detailed investigation has been 
taken on issues of importance and is documented in the 
present article. The various concerns of the women like 
human rights, economic empowerment, social 
empowerment, technology governance, education, health 
and nutrition were analyzed at grass root level with the 
help of interview, personal conservation, questionnaires 
etc., efforts are on for building data bases at various levels 
for better planning, implementation, and monitoring of 
Women Education which is the focal point for women 
empowerment. In these lines the present efforts are 
sincere beginnings for the assessment and analysis of all 
the ongoing welfare programmes which is the real vision 
for the future.

poor rural women can be expected to turn into 
entrepreneurs.

The George Foundation has purchased 150 acres of 
land. An executive committee comprised of  
representatives of The George Foundation, village 
panchayat, and agricultural consultants has been formed. 
Under its direction, the soil is being prepared for crop 
cultivation. Superior seeds of selected crops have been 
purchased. The panchayat members are highly motivated 
about this project. People from the surrounding villages 
are participating in the preparation of the land for 

farming. This program will be expanded to cover the 
neighboring states of Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka in 
its later stages.

Members of the village panchayat, the village 
administrative officer and the block development officer 
have been with the project from its planning stage. The 
geographic community and the community of 
beneficiaries, particularly poor rural women, were 
involved in planning and implementation of the project.

Continue from 8 page



iapk;rh jkt esa efgykvksa dh Hkwfedk

ladyu % fnO;k ’kekZ] izkstsDV ,lksfl;sV] Hkkjrh; i;kZoj.k lfefr

Vol. VIII, No.  I & II, 200510

IES- ENVIS Newsletter

xzkeh.k {ks=k ds pgqeq[kh fodkl esa iapk;rh jkt laLFkkuksa dh vge~ 
Hkwfedk gSA 1992 esa LFkkuh; laxBuksa ds iquZmRFkku ds fopkj dks eu esa 
ysdj jkT; Lrj ls uhps ,d u, ra=k dk izfriknu djus ds mís’; ls 
lafo/kku esa 73oka lafo/kku la’kks/ku laln esa ikl fd;k x;kA ftlesa 
iapk;rksa dks n‘<+rk rFkk iqukZLFkkiuk iznku djus dh fn’kk esa dk;Zdkjh 
dne mBk;k x;kA 73osa lafo/kku esa fuEu fyf[kr vuqca/kksa ij [kkl /;ku 
fn;k x;k gSA

gj ik¡p o"kZ ds i’pkr xzkeh.k] ek/;fed rFkk ftyk Lrj ij 
yxkrkj pqukoA efgykvksa rFkk vuqlwfpr tutkfr ds fy, 33 izfr’kr 
LFkkuksa dk vkj{k.kA

u, lafo/kku la’kks/ku esa efgykvksa ds fy, [kkl izko/kku gSA lcls 
egÙoiw.kZ ckr gS efgykvksa ds fy, fdlh Hkh ljdkjh laLFkku esa 
dk;Zdkjh lnL; ds #i esa rFkk ,d fuokZfpr lnL; ds #i esa 33 
izfr’kr dk vkj{k.kA

73osa la’kks/ku ds i’pkr~ fLFkfr iwoZor~ ugha jgh] lekt ds Lrj esa 
cgqr cnyko vk;k gSA efgykvksa dh Hkkxhnkjh dks c<+kok fn;k x;k gSA 
lekt ds utfj, esa tks cnyko vk;k gS mldk izek.k blh ls feyrk gS 
fd yxHkx 3,30,000 efgyk,¡ vkt dh rkjh[k esa jktuhfr esa dne j[k 
pqdh gSaA

jktuhfr esa efgykvksa dk bruh cM+h ek=kk esa vkuk bl ckr dks 
xyr lkfcr djrk gS fd efgyk,¡ dHkh jktuhfr esa vkuk gh ugha pkgrh 
FkhA

73osa la’kks/ku ds i’pkr~ efgykvksa dks bl ckr dk ,glkl gqvk 
fd os iq:"k dh cukbZ csfM+;ka rksM+ dj LoaPNn :i ls lekt esa Hkkxhnkjh 
fuHkk ldrh gSA lekt dh fLFkfr cnyus ij efgykvksa dks Lo;a dks 
LFkkfir djus dk ekSdk fn;k x;k gSA

tSlk fd xzkeh.k {ks=k esa efgykvksa dks insZ esa j[kk tkrk gS jktuhfr 
esa vkus ds ckn mUgsa Hkh ijs’kkfu;ksa ls nks&pkj gksuk iM+rk gS tSls fd 
mUgsa laxBu esa viuh ckr dgus esa ladksp gksrk gSA ij bl lc ds 
ckotwn ekSdk feyus ij og tks djuk pkgrh gS cgqr vPNh rjg dj 
ysrh gSA

mnkgj.k ds fy, % 
1. nsoh jkek ,d 50 o"khZ; efgyk gSa tks ^^xkSyk** lewg dh gSaA og 

vHkh rd i’kq ikyrh Fkh vkSj ngh csprh Fkh vkSj vkt og isyh;wj 
xzke iapk;r dh v/;{k gSa tks fd 5,611 xzke iapk;rh jkt 
lafo/kku 1993 ds varxZr cuh FkhA

2. jktLFkku esa efgykvksa us iapk;r esa lnL;rk gkfly djus ds ckn 
gh dk;Zdkjh dne mBkuk vkjEHk fd;k gSA t;iqjk ftys dh xzke 
iapk;r] xksfoUnx<+ dh ljiap] 46 o"khZ; vpwdh nsoh us pquko 
thrus ds ckn xk¡o esa lkekftd leL;kvksa dks lqy>kus ds fopkj 
ij cy fn;kA os vius xk¡o esa LoPNrk] ikuh dh O;oLFkk] fctyh 
dh O;oLFkk] LokLF; lqfo/kk vkfn dk iwjk [;ky j[krh gSA

vpwdh nsoh us xjhcksa o efgykvksa ds fy, fo’ks"k :i ls dk;Z 
fd;k gSA vkt xksfoUnx<+ dh efgyk,¡ flykbZ] pj[kk dkruk] 

LosVj cukuk] etnwjh vkfn dk;Z djds viuk jkstxkj pykrh gSA
3. e/;izns’k ds flgksj ftys dh teqfu;k rkykc xzke iapk;r dh 

xhrk jkBkSj 1995 esa vkjf{kr lhV ls ljiap pquh xbZA vius bl 
dk;Zdky esa jkBkSj us vius dke ls xzkeh.kksa dks eksfgr dj fn;kA 
ifj.kkeLo:i 2000 esa tc og xSj&vkjf{kr lhV ls pquko yM+us 
ds fy, vkxs vkbZ rks fdlh vU; izR;k’kh dks pquus ds ctk; yksxksa 
us mUgsa gh iqu% ljiap pqu fy;kA 1995 ls igys ;fn xhrk ds 
O;fDrRo ij xkSj fd;k tk, rks og ,d dq’ky x‘g.kh ds vykok 
xk¡o ds ekeyksa ls nwj jgus okyh] viuh x‘gLFkh esa fueXu ,d vke 
efgyk FkhA ysfdu vkt mu ds ikl ,d iapk;r dh ftEesnkjh 
gSA vc mudk dkS’ky jktuhfrd izca/ku esa ns[kk tk ldrk gSA 
ekSds dks pwduk og ugha tkurhA ;g mudh dq’kyrk gh dgh 
tk,xh fd vkt teqfu;k rkykc iapk;r gj ekeys esa laiUu gSA 
cPpksa dk Ldwy gks ;k is;ty dh lqfo/kk ;k fQj ogk¡ dh lM+dsa 
gj pht nq:Lr utj vkrh gSA

LFkkuh; ’kklu O;oLFkk dh cqfu;knh bdkbZ ds :i esa iapk;r 
dh Hkwfedk vge gksrh gSA iapk;rksa ds fy, ljdkj dbZ izdkj dh 
lqfo/kk,¡ eqgS;k djkrh gSA ysfdu tkudkjh ds vHkko esa dbZ 
;kstuk,¡ iapk;r dh tehu ij mrj ugha ikrhA xhrk jkBkSj us bl 
nwjh dks ikV MkykA vkSj os lHkh lqfo/kk,¡ iapk;r dks miyC/k 
djokbZ tks LFkkuh; Lo’kklu ds ek/;e ls laHko gSA bruk gh ugha 
?kjsyw fgalk dk fuiVkjk Hkh og cM+h lQyrk ls djrh gSA 
i;kZoj.k ds izfr tkx:drk vkSj o‘{kkjksi.k dks Hkh mUgksaus 
izksRlkfgr fd;kA bu dk;ksZa dk gh ifj.kke gS fd vkt xhrk jkBkSj 
efgyk l’kfDrdj.k dh felky cu xbZ gSA

4. vka/kzizns’k ds djuwy ftys ds dkyok xk¡o dh ljiap] Qkfrek ch 
dks xk¡o dh vFkZO;oLFkk dks etcwr djus rFkk xjhch gVkus ds 
fy, iqjLdkj feykA

Qkfrek ch dh ’kknh 14 o"kZ dh vk;q esa gks xbZ FkhA muds rhu 
cPps gSa os dHkh Hkh ?kj ls ckgj ugha fudyh FkhA fdarq tc iapk;r 
esa pquko dk le; vk;k vkSj ljiap ds in ds fy, efgykvksa dks 
vkj{k.k fn;k x;k] rks Qkfrek ch dks muds ifr us izksRlkfgr 
fd;k rFkk os pquko thr xbZA
vkjaHk esa mUgsa ljdkjh dkedkt dh T;knk tkudkjh ugha Fkh os 

dsoy vaxwBk yxkrh Fkh rFkk muds ifr dkxtksa rFkk ljdkjh dkedkt 
dk /;ku j[krs FksA mUgsa /khjs&/khjs vius vkSgns dk Kku gqvk vkSj le> 
esa vk;k fd muds ikl Lo;a fu.kZ; ysus dh lkjh ’kfDr;k¡ gSa mUgksaus vius 
xk¡o ds fodkl dh vksj /;ku nsuk ’kq: fd;kA xk¡o esa iDdh lM+d] pSd 
cka/k dk fuekZ.k djok;kA mUgksaus xk¡o ds fy, ,d u;k Hkou Hkh cuok;k] 
lM+d dh ejEer djkbZA xk¡o dh efgykvksa ls 30,000 gtkj :i;s 
bdV~Bs fd, rFkk ̂ ^tUe Hkwfe fodkl dk;ZØe** ds vUrxZr flapkbZ rFkk 
[kkyh Hkwfe dks [ksrh ds fy, lkQ djkus dk dke gkFk esa fy;kA mUgksaus 
xk¡o ds yksxksa dks FkksM+h&FkksM+h cpr ds fy, izksRlkfgr fd;kA ftlds 
QyLo:i ,d lky ds vanj 300 lnL;ksa okys 40 cpr rFkk vkRe 
lgk;rk oxZ cuk, x,A blh dk;Z dks c<+kok nsrs gq, ,d lky ds var esa 
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90% women in forest and tribal belts earn their livelihood by carrying heavy loads on their heads.

xzke iapk;r esa efgykvksa dh Hkkxhnkjh

Mk- vo/k izlkn] iapijes’oj

iapk;rhjkt O;oLFkk esa efgykvksa dh Hkkxhnkjh Hkkjrh; iapk;rh 
jkt ds bfrgkl esa ,d u;k vk;ke gSA o"kZ 1962 esa Hkkjr ds izFke 
iz/kkuea=kh Jh tokgjyky usg: us jktLFkku ds ukxkSj ftys ls ns’k esa 
iapk;rh jkt O;oLFkk dk ’kqHkkjaHk fd;k FkkA ns’k esa iapk;rhjkt O;oLFkk 
ds bfrgkl dks ns[ksa rks ik;saxs fd fofHkUu jkT;ksa esa leku fLFkfr ugh gSA 
tu izfrfuf/kRo ds lanHkZ esa ns[ks rks lkekU;r% bl O;oLFkk esa iq:"kksa dh 
iz/kkurk jgh gSA dkuwu esa efgyk izfrfuf/kRo dk izko/kku gksrs gq, Hkh 
mudh Hkwfedk ux.; FkhA efgykvksa dh blesa :fp ugha FkhA fiNys ikap 
o"kksZa esa bl fn’kk esa ifjorZu vkSj ns’k esa xzke iapk;r esa efgykvksa dh 
Hkwfedk c<+kus dh fn’kk esa dne mBk;s x;sA gj Lrj ij efgyk 
izfrfuf/kRo lqfuf’pr fd;k x;kA jktLFkku ds lanHkZ esa xzke iapk;r] 
iapk;r lfefr ,oa ftyk ifj"kn Lrj ij efgykvksa gsrq in vkjf{kr 
fd;s x;sA bl vkj{k.k dh O;oLFkk ds ckn jktLFkku esa iapk;rh jkt 
laLFkkvksa ds nks pquko gks pqds gSaA bu nks pqukoksa esa efgyk Hkkxhnkjh dh 
,d >yd ns[kh tk ldrh gSA

ikap o"kZ iwoZ tc u;s dkuwu ds varxZr efgyk izfrfuf/kRo ds 
vk/kkj ij pquko gq, rks muesa ladksp ,oa vkRefo’okl dk vHkko FkkA 
izfrfuf/kRo ds fy;s efgyk,a lkeus ugha vk ik jgh FkhA t;iqj ftys ds 

2 yk[k :i;s cpk dj xk¡o ds fodkl esa yxk, x,A 
vkt efgyk,¡ gj {ks=k esa vius dne j[k jgh gS pkgs og {ks=k 

f’k{k.k dk gks vFkok rduhdh dkS’ky fn[kkus dh ckr gksA efgyk,¡ d‘f"k] 
okfudh] i’kqikyu] eRL;ikyu] i;kZoj.k laj{k.k vkfn ds {ks=k esa Hkh 
egÙoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkk jgh gSA

efgyk,¡ ,oa i;kZoj.k %
lekt esa efgykvksa dh fLFkfr dh n‘f"V ls i;kZoj.k dk vR;f/kd 

egÙo gS D;ksafd bldk muds HkkSfrd ,oa vkfFkZd dY;k.k ls ?kfu"B 
lEca/k gSA [kk| mRiknu ds gj pj.k esa efgykvksa dh lgHkkfxrk gSA

Hkkjr esa efgyk,¡ yxHkx vk/ks d‘f"k {ks=k esa Hkkxhnkjh fuHkkrh gSA 
mudk ;ksxnku] Hkwfe esa Qly yxkus ls Qly dkVus rd gSA mudh 
Hkkxhnkjh dk izfr’kr bl ckr ij fuHkZj djrk gS fd fdl izdkj dh 
Qly mxkbZ tk jgh gSA blds vykok efgyk,¡ egÙoiw.kZ :i ls cht dk 
pquko djus rFkk NksVs&NksVs ikS/kkSa ds jksi.k vkfn dk;Z dkS’kyiwoZd <ax 
ls djkrh gSA Qly dkVus esa] [kjirokj gVkus] Qly izca/ku vkfn 
dk;ksZa esa lgk;rk djrh gSA

taxy efgykvksa ds fy, osru vftZr djus dk ,d egÙoiw.kZ 
L=kksr gSA lkeqnkf;d o‘{kkjksi.k esa Hkkxhnkjh rFkk d‘f"k okfudh ds 
mRiknuksa dks ,df=kr djus esa lg;ksx nsrh gS] ou izca/ku tSls dk;ksZa esa 
Hkh Hkkx ysrh gSA blds vykok vkS"kf/k;ksa] lky rFkk rsUnw iÙkksa vkfn dks 
,df=kr djus ds dk;ksZa esa egÙoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkrh gSA

efgyk,¡ i;kZoj.k laj{k.k ds fy, ou izca/ku] ou jksi.k] 
Hkwfe&moZjd mRiknu] ty izca/ku] o"kkZ ty laj{k.k] ty fudk;ksa dh 

lkQ lQkbZ vkfn dk;ksZa esa Hkh viuk ;ksxnku nsrh gSA
vius ns’k esa efgyk,¡ i;kZoj.k ds izfr Hkh ltx jgh gSaA tc 

ouksa dh dVkbZ ds fojks/k esa 1973 esa mÙkj izns’k ds pesyh ftys ds eaMy 
xk¡o ds yksxksa us fpidks vkUnksyu vkjEHk fd;k] rks blds usr‘Ro dh 
ckxMksj vU; O;fDr;ksa ds lkFk&lkFk xkSjk nsoh }kjk laHkkyh x;hA ueZnk 
unh ij cuus okys 1000 djksM+ :i;s ds cgqís’;h; ck¡/k ifj;kstuk ds 
ekeys esa es?kk ikVsdj rFkk bl le; v:a/krh jk; ueZnk cpkvks 
vkUnksyu dk usr‘Ro dj jgh gSA lqxkFkk dqekj ,d vR;Ur iz[;kr 
efgyk usrk gS ftUgksaus dsjy esa isfj;kj unh dh ,d lgk;d unh 
¼dqrkiwtk½ ij izLrkfor 75 esxkoV dh ty fo|qr ifj;kstuk ds 
f[kykQ ’kkar ?kkVk i;kZoj.k vkUnksyu esa Hkkx fy;kA

lHkh leL;kvksa ds gy ds :i esa efgykvksa dks izfrfuf/kRo dk 
vf/kdkj nsuk lkFkZd fl) gqvk gSA efgykvksa us ltx Hkkxhnkjh ds lkFk 
gj dke esa gkFk caVkuk vkjEHk dj fn;k gSA

iapk;rksa esa Hkh efgyk,¡ egÙoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkrh gSA ?kjsyw 
leL;kvksa ds ckjs esa vf/kd tkudkjh gksus ds dkj.k bu fo"k;ksa ls tqM+h 
leL;kvksa dh vPNh le> gksrh gS blfy, tc dHkh Hkh iapk;r esa dksbZ 
Hkh ?kjsyw leL;k mBkbZ tkrh gS rks mldk lek/kku ljy gks tkrk gSA

iapk;r esa efgyk izfrfuf/kRo ds vk tkus ls xzkeh.k efgykvksa 
esa jktusfrd psruk dk izlkj gqvk gSA tc efgyk,¡ efgykvksa dk pquko 
djsaxh rks fuf’pr :i ls muesa bl Hkkouk dk lapkj gksxk fd ,d fnu 
og Hkh pquh tk ldrh gS vkSj tc muesa pquko ds laca/k esa psruk mRiUu 
gksxh rks fu%lUnsg og bl ckr ij /;ku nsxh fd dkSu lh efgyk mudk 

pkdlwa iapk;r lfefr {ks=k esa vuqlwfpr tkfr dh tula[;k cgqyrk esa 
gSA vuqlwfpr tkfr dh efgyk;sa vfr ladksp rFkk ghuHkkouk ;qDr FkhA 
bu xkao dh efgykvksa us dHkh lkspk Hkh ugha Fkk fd bl izdkj ds pquko esa 
Hkkxhnkj cusaxhA

Qjojh 2000 esa u;s dkuwu ds vUrxZr iapk;rh jkt laLFkkvksa 
ds pquko gq,A bl pquko esa efgykvksa esa mYys[kuh; #fp ns[kus dks 
vk;hA ck<+ egkoru Nkysn xzke iapk;r esa vkrk gSA

bl pquko esa ck<+ egkoru ls Jherh dkyh nsoh iapk;r 
lfefr dh lnL;rk ds fy, [kM+h gqbZ vkSj thrhaA vuqlwfpr tkfr dh 
Jherh dkyh nsoh ds ikl vkfFkZd lk/kuk dk iw.kZ vHkko FkkA ;gka 
iapk;r lfefr ds lnL; dk pquko nks xzke iapk;rksa esa fd;k tkrk gS & 
blds fy;s cM+k HkkSxksfyd {ks=k gSA efgyk eaMy dh lfØ;rk ls Jherh 
dkyh nsoh pquko thr ldhaA igyh ckj v-tk- dh efgyk [kqyh thi esa 
ckgj fudyh vkSj ?kj&?kj oksV ekaxsA

ck<+ egkoru ls gh Nknsy xzke iapk;r esa v-tk- dh Jherh 
lqUnj nsoh okMZ esEcj ds fy, pquh xbZA ;g ,d mnkgj.k gS ftlls ;g 
le>k tk ldrk gS fd tkx:drk ds }kjk efgykvksa dh lfØ;rk c<+h 
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The Hindu, Tuesday, March 29, 2005

Plus Two schools to be opened in all panchayats

The Hindu, Sunday, May 8, 2005

Villagers waiting for panchayat polls

From the Print Media

The Government would open Plus Two schools in all 
panchayats where there are no such schools, the 
Education Minister, E. T. Mohammed Basheer, has said.

Replying to questions in the Assembly today, Mr. 
Basheer said priority would be for opening Government 
schools. Certain Government schools would be upgraded 
in the coming academic year. Availability of space, 
number of students, distance from the nearest school and 
educational backwardness of the area would be the main 
criteria.

He said availability of building was not the sole 
condition for upgrading a school. No decision had been 
taken to close down uneconomic schools. While upgrading 
schools, priority would be given to the Malabar region. 
New courses had been sanctioned in 20 colleges. Those 
colleges that could not start the courses would begin them 
in the next academic year, Mr. Basheer said.
CBSE batches

He said the suggestion to start CBSE batches in 
schools the followed SSLC syllabus was impractical since 
it would cause administrative problems. The salary of 
Plus Two teachers and laboratory assistants had incurred 
an additional burden of Rs. 345 crores to the Government. 
Applications for starting unaided schools would not be 
rejected summarily, he said.

Computer training would be given to high school 
teachers under the IT@School programme. Out of the 
53,460 high school teachers, training had been imparted 
to 34,187 teachers. The remaining teachers also would be 
trained, he said.

Elections for the post of Panches were yet to be held 
in a Haryana village in ‘Rai’ block of Sonepat district, 
despite the completion of panchayat polls in this district 
and elsewhere in the state last month.

According to the residents of the newly-created 
Tonki village, the election to the post of sarpanch had been 
held along with those of other villages in the district last 
month, but the election of panches had not been held so far 
by the Panchayat Department. The village was a part 
Manoli before it was engulfed by a devastating fire which 
burnt down all the houses.

At that time the residents of Tonki village had 
approached the then Deputy Commissioner pleading for 

the creation of a separate village. After the Commissioner 
agreed, Tonki was declared a separate village by the state 
government. When gram panchayat elections were held 
on April 9, Joti Devi was declared sarpanch.

However, residents alleged that the Block 
Development and Panchayat Officer, Rai had failed to 
conduct the election to the posts of panches lying vacant in 
six wards of the village despite repeated representations.

On account of this delay, the department had also 
failed to hand over charge to the newly elected sarpanch. 
Official sources said that the Directorate of Panchayat 
Department had failed to reserve the wards and this was 
the main cause of the delay in holding elections.

The Minister said the procedures for issuing 
duplicate copies of SSLC book had been simplified. Those 
who had lost the book need not have to give a gazette 
notification. After advertising it in a newspaper, 
application for duplicate copy should be submitted along 
with a copy of the advertisement. Directions had been 
given to issue the duplicate copy within 45 days, Mr. 
Basheer said.
Farm loans

The Cooperation Minister, M.V. Raghavan, said the 
one time settlement scheme for agriculture loans would 
not be extended beyond March 31. If any bank passed a 
resolution to extend the facility, the Government would 
sanction a special recovery scheme. Out of the Rs. 400 
crores sanctioned by NABARD for providing agriculture 
loans, Rs.100 crores had been utilised. He said the 
interest rate for agriculture loans had been reduced to 8.5 
per cent and it could not be reduced further, Mr. 
Raghavan said.

Incentives would be given to the farmers who 
promptly repayed the loan under the Agriculture 
Production Cost Relief Scheme. A sum of Rs.8 crores had 
been set apart for computerising the State Cooperative 
Bank head office and its branches and Rs. 1.39 crores had 
already been spent, he said.

The Revenue Minister, K. M. Mani, said resurvey 
had been completed in 2,4242.11 square kilometres. 
Resurvey in 703 villages had been completed and the 
remaining 771 villages would be taken up soon.
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33% of the seats in Panchayati Raj Bodies have been reserved for women.

The Statesman, Thursday, March 3, 2005

Women power for clean water

The Hindu, Saturday, May 7, 2005

NGO to bring drinking water to desert villages

Her love with Ganges and Varanasi is 25-year-old. 
Despite suffering from degenerative motor neuron 
disease, Dr Fran Peavey still makes an effort to come to 
India and work for save Ganges project.

Working in partnership with Sankat Mochan 
Foundation, this Californian endeavour to make Indians 
aware of water pollution is full of struggle and hardship.

The disease inflicted her five years back, forcing Dr. 
Peavey to move in an automatic wheel chair. At Ramgarh 
in Doon Valley, which was the venue for the third 
international women and water conference, Dr Peavey 
was not satisfied with what the government has done to 
revive the Ganges.

Her NGO has given the plan of sewage treatment 
plant for cleaning Ganges but the National River 
Conservation Directorate has not approved it.

Seventy-three women from 14 countries came 
together at Ramgarh to discuss various agendas which 
are related to water contamination and conservation. An 
action plan was drawn out by the various groups of women 

on how to tackle the problems of the commercialisation of 
water.

Some like US based Roberto Williams claims that 
her “cookery book” contains recipes which will help save 
water, while the school teacher from Assam, Indu 
Hazarika, believes in educating children about water 
preservation.

Dr Vandana Shiva spoke against the MNCs who 
want to create dependencies for people. “We must resist 
privatisation at any cost as it would lead us into a vicious 
cycle,” said Dr Shiva.

Her NGO Navdanya has created an organic farm 
which is doing research on water efficient farming.

Mulching and Ridge farming are two of the methods 
which is used to conserve water in the organic farm. A bed 
of leaves and grass is created before sowing is done in 
mulching. “This helps in better absorption of water but 
the output is increased by 25 percent,” said a research 
analyst at Navdanya, Mr Rashid Faridi.

In a unique initiative of its kind, the Jal Bhagirathi 
Foundation, working on the water conservation front in 
the Marwar region of western Rajasthan, has taken up 
the task of distribution of drinking water to a few problem 
villages in the desert terrain. As in the case of its water 
conservation efforts in the past, the Foundation has 
sought community participation in water distribution at 
the time of acute scarcity.

The programme, christened Shiv Ganga Peyjal 
Pariyojna, initiated with the support of institutions and 
local donors the Foundation, seeks to supply water to the 
development blocks of Agolai, Balotra, Luni and Rohet.

“The Pariyojna is designed to support the 
government’s water distribution programme while 
keeping with the highest traditions of Marwar to provide 
water in distress,” Gaj Singh, former ruler of Jodhpur and 
chairman of JBF said launching the programme at Bijolai 
near Jodhpur.

As the Shiv Ganga scheme was launched in the 
backdrop of traditional festivities like gher dance and 
desert music on Thursday, a prayer went up from 
everybody’s heart for Shivraj Singh, the son of Gaj Singh 
and Hemlata Raje, who is recovering from an accident 
during a polo match in Jaipur two months ago.

The occasion marked the presence of the Magsaysay 
Award winner, Rajendra Singh, the former queen of 
Jodhpur, Hemlata Raje and former Speaker of the 
Rajasthan Assembly, Gopal Singh. The programme will 
be implemented over the next seven weeks with the 
support of village committees, an array of trucks and 
tankers. It is targeted at a population of 70,000 villagers.

“Shiv Ganga is a direct extension of Jal Bhagirathi’s 
own vision to mitigate the effects of devastating droughts 
in the region through revival of traditional resource 
management systems,” noted Prithviraj Singh, the 
managing trustee of the JBF on the occasion.
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jk"Vªh; lgkjk] lkseokj 10 tuojh] 2005

xUus ds jl dh eSyh ls rS;kj gksxh tSfod [kkn

phuh feyksa ls izsl eM ds :i esa fudyus okyh xUus dh eSyh dk 
dpjk fdlkuksa ds fy, dapu lkfcr gqvk gSA bl fn’kk esa ’kks/kjr 
oSKkfudksa dk ekuuk gS fd izsl eM ls rS;kj tSfod [kkn jklk;fud 
moZjdksa ds eqdkcys csgrj fodYi gSA

mÙkj izns’k ds cjsyh eaMy esa ’kkgtgkaiqj fLFkr mÙkj izns’k xUuk 
’kks/k ifj"kn~ ds d‘f"k oSKkfudksa dk ekuuk gS fd xUus dh eSyh ls rS;kj 
[kkn xkscj dh [kkn ls Hkh vf/kd iks"kd rRoksa ls ;qDr gksrh gSA blfy, 
izsl eM vk/kkfjr tSfod [kkn dk mRiknu ,oa mi;ksx vo’; djuk 
pkfg,A

ljdkjh lw=kksa us vkt ;gka crk;k fd mÙkj izns’k dh lHkh 101 
phuh feyksa esa izfro"kZ yxHkx 59271 gtkj Vu xUus dh iSjk;h dh tkrh 
gSA blesa djhc rhu izfr’kr vif’k"V izsl eM ds :i esa izkIr gksrk gSA 
bl fglkc ls gj lky yxHkx 1776 gtkj Vu dpjk Nfur eSyh ds :i 
esa fudyrk gSA

lw=kksa us crk;k fd vEyh; LoHkko gksus ds ukrs bl eSyh dk iz;ksx 
[ksr esa lh/ks ugha djuk pkfg,A blesa iks"kd rRo Hkh miyC/k ugha gksrsA 
lkFk gh lkFk [ksr esa nhed dk izdksi gksus dk [krjk Hkh c<+ tkrk gSA 
blfy, izsl eM dks iwjh rjg ls fo?kfVr djds mi;qDr [kkn cuk ysuh 
pkfg,A mUgksaus crk;k fd ’kkgtgkaiqj ds xUuk ’kks/k oSKkfudksa us izsl eM 
dks xM~<s esa Mkydj thok.kq dYpj ;k oehZ dYpj fof/k;ksa ls cf<+;k 
[kkn esa rCnhy djus dh rduhd fodflr dh gSA thok.kq dYpj Vhds 
dh enn ls 3-4 eghuksa esa o oehZ dYpj ;kfu dspqvksa dh enn ls flQZ 
Ms<+ eghus esa gh izsl eM ls cf<+;k tSfod [kkn rS;kj gks tkrh gSA

izsl eM phuh feyksa ls cgqr lLrh njksa ij vklkuh ls fey tkrh 
gSA dbZ phuh feysa vius {ks=k ds xUuk fdlkuksa dks izsl eM eq¶r esa nsrh 
gSa o dbZ phuh feys [kqn tSfod [kkn cuk dj miyC/k djkrh gSaA lw=kksa us 
crk;k fd mÙkj izns’k ljdkj dk xUuk fodkl foHkkx dsaæ iksf"kr eSØks 
eSustesaV eksM vkQ ,xzhdYpj ’kqxj dsu MsoyiesaV ;kstuk ds rgr 

lekpkj i=kksa ls

jk"Vªh; lgkjk] eaxyokj 29 ebZ] 2005

thu cSad esa lqjf{kr gSa xsgwa dh rhu gtkj iztkfr;ka

gok esa ygygkrh idh gqbZ xsgwa dh mu ckfy;ksa dks ns[kus ij ;wa rks 
dqN vlk/kkj.k ugha yxrk gS ysfdu dqN ,dM+ esa QSyh xsgwa dh ;g 
mit ,d ,slk cgqewY; [ktkuk gS ftlesa xsgwa dh rhu gtkj fdLeksa ds 
cht lafpr gSaA

e/;çns’k ds gks’kaxkckn ftys esa fLFkr iokj[ksMk {ks=kh; d‘f"k 
vuqla/kku dsaæ ns’k ds mu pqfuank ’kks/k laLFkkuksa esa gS tgka xsgwa dh rhu 
gtkj fdLeksa ds cht lajf{kr gSaA o"kZ 1903 esa LFkkfir ns’k ds lcls 
iqjkus ’kks/k laLFkkuksa esa ’kkfey ;g dsaæ tcyiqj ds tokgjyky usg: 
d‘f"k fo’ofo|ky; ls lac) gS vkSj xsgwa dh mit dks ysdj dbZ egRoiw.kZ 
’kks/k vkSj vuqla/kku ;gka gq, gSaA

dsaæ esa xsgwa dh ikS/k iztuu ls tqM+s ofj"B oSKkfud Mk- ih lh feJk 
us crk;k fd ;gka lajf{kr xsgwa dh rhu gtkj fdLes ns’k ds fy, vR;ar 
ewY;oku /kjksgj gSA buesa ls dbZ fdLesa ,d ’krkCnh ls Hkh vf/kd iqjkuh 
gSaA

Mk- feJk ds vuqlkj dsaæ bu rhu gtkj fdLeksa dk oSKkfud 
rjhds ls oxhZdj.k djrs gq, budk izdk’ku dj jgk gSA ;g dke 
vkxkeh nks o"kksZa ds Hkhrj iwjk gks tk,xk vkSj mlds ckn ;g lHkh fdLesa 
us’kuy C;wjks vkQ IykaV tsusfVd fjlkslsZt],uchihthvkj-dks gLrkarfjr 
dj nh tk,xhA bl izfØ;k ds ckn bu lHkh fdLeksa ij fdlh vU; ds 
vf/kdkj dh vk’kadk lekIr gks tk,xhA

Mk- feJk ds vuqlkj orZeku esa oSf’od Lrj ij d‘f"k mRiknksa dks 
ysdj fNM+h isVsaV dh gksM+ vkSj yM+kbZ ds chp xsgwa dh bu fdLeksa ds 
oSKkfud oxhZdj.k ds ckn mUgsa ,uchihthvkj dks lkSaiuk ,d csgn 
egRoiw.kZ dok;n gSA mUgksaus dgk fd bl dk;Z ds lkFk dsaæ xsgwa dh 
djhc lkS ls vf/kd fdLeksa ds iathdj.k dh fn’kk esa Hkh dkjZokbZ dj jgk 
gSA vc rd rhu fdLesa ,eihvks 1106 ,eih 1142 vkSj ,eih3200 dks 

iathd‘r djk;k tk pqdk gSA Mk- feJk us crk;k fd lajf{kr xsgwa dh 
fdLeksa esa dbZ ,slh gSa tks vc foyqfIr dh dxkj ij [kM+h gSaA ysfdu dsaæ 
esa ,slh iztkfr;ksa dks xsgwa dh larfr vkSj vkus okyh fdLeksa dks le‘) 
cukus ds fy, tru ls lgstk x;k gSA ns’k esa xsgwa mRiknu dh fn’kk esa 
vkus okys dqN o"kksZa esa e/;izns’k ds vxz.kh gksus dh vksj ladsr djrs gq, 
Mk- feJk us dgk fd ikSf"Vdrk ds eku ls ;gka dk xsgwa fufoZokn ls :i ls 
mRd‘"V dgk tk ldrk gSA

Mk- feJk us crk;k fd voSKkfud rjhds ls [ksrh rFkk leqfpr 
ikuh vkSj moZjd ugha nsus ls mRiknu ij [kklk vlj iM+rk gSA mUgksaus 
dgk fd gks’kaxkckn vkSj vklikl ds {ks=k esa tgka flapkbZ ds fy, i;kZIr 
ikuh miyC/k gS] fdlkuksa }kjk vko’;drk ls vf/kd ikuh fn, tkus ds 
dkj.k xsgwa dk mRiknu izHkkfor gksrk gSA

mUgksaus dgk fd vxj oSKkfud rkSj rjhdksa ls [ksrh dh tk, rks 
ek=k nl izfr’kr ykxr ds c<+us ls chl ls iPphl izfr’kr mRiknu 
c<+k;k tk ldrk gS vkSj ml fLFkfr esa e/;izns’k dks ns’k esa xsgwa mRiknu 
dh n‘f"V ls uacj ,d jkT; cuus ls dksbZ ugha jksd ldrk gSA dsaæ ds 
izHkkjh vkSj lg lapkyd vuqla/kku MkW- ,l ds JhokLro us crk;k fd 
182 gsDVs;j {ks=k esa QSys bl dsaæ esa lks;kchu] frygu] puk vkSj xUuk 
vkfn dh Qlyksa ij dsafær ’kks/k ,oa vuqla/kku lfgr Qlyksa dks fofHkUu 
jksxksa ls cpkus ds fy, ,dhd‘r dhV izca/ku tSls dk;ZØe lapkfyr fd, 
tkrs gSaA

dsaæ esa frygu Qlyksa ds ’kks/k dk;Z ls tqM+s MkW- oh ,u ,l jko us 
crk;k fd ;gka vylh dh djhc 200 fdLeksa dks lajf{kr fd;k x;k gSA 
buesa dqN fdLesa ,slh Hkh gSa ftuesa d‘"kdksa dks nksgjk ykHk Hkh gksrk gSA MkW- 
jko us crk;k fd vylh dh bl fdLe ls fudyus okys Qkbcj dk dbZ 
rjg ls mi;ksx y?kq m|ksxksa esa gksrk gSA buesa dkxt vkSj twV dh rjg 



15

30% vacancies in Government jobs and allotment of contract works have been reserved for women.

We had a pleasant experience on reading the very recent addition of your newsletter 

“Panchayat”. This magazine provide very beneficial information on Environmental 

related issues.

(Joginder Walia, Himachal Pradesh)

Please write on every issue, different national & international days to be observed 

relating to environment heritage & panchayati raj.

(Dr. Charanjit Singh Gumtala, Amritsar)

Could you please send a complimentary copy of “Panchayat” to our rural library.

(Badiuddin Khan, New Delhi)

I have read the issue of “Panchayat” on the theme “Energy and Environment”. It has 

enhanced knowledge on alternative sources of energy. I request you to please send 

me one copy of “Panchayat” regularly.

(Giridhar Singh Bais, Distt. Chandrapur)

egksn; gekjh laLFkk egkjk"Vª ds xMfpjksyh ftys esa Joint Forest Management, Gram Sabha dk dke 
Cry, Mumbai ds lkFk dj jgs gSaA gesa vkids ;gk¡ izdkf’kr gksus okyh ̂^iapk;r** dh vko’;drk gSA d‘ik gesa 
“Panchayat” ekfld Hkstus dh d‘‘ik djsaA

¼furhu ckjflaxS] egkjk"Vª½

;g i;kZoj.k dh fn’kk esa vPNh if=kdk gS vkSj fo’ks"kr% fo|kfFkZ;ksa ds fy;s ubZ&ubZ tkudkjh ls ;qDr gSA eSa bl 
if=kdk dks eaxokuk pkgrk gw¡A d‘I;k vkxkeh vad gesa Hkstrs jgs rkfd ge i;kZoj.k vkSj mldh mi;ksfxrk le>sa 
vkSj nwljksa dks le>k ldsaA

¼larks"k jkejko xsBs] vejkorh½

iapk;r vad esa T;knk ls T;knk fgUnh Hkk"kk dk iz;ksx djuk pkfg,A blls xzkeh.k {ks=k esa vf/kd izHkko iM+sxk 
vkSj tkx:drk vk;sxhA

¼eukst frokjh] mÙkj izns’k½
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The Centre invites for Publications :

Reports on Panchayati Raj (specially related to environment) and rural development

Short report on seminars/workshops on the related topics are also invited. Those found suitable will be 
published in the newsletter.

Articles for the newseletter “Panchayat” are invited.

l

l

l

l 7th Global Conference on Environmental Education
Date : September 19-23, 2005,  Agra, India

Panchayati Raj & Environment

Glimpse of the Website

ENVIS Newsletter

www.iespanchayat.org

The website has compiled all the relevant data and comprehensive information on 

different components of Panchayati Raj and Environment. The website contains information 

on databases developed; geographical distribution of Panchayats; success stories, areas of 

Panchayati Raj co-operation; elections, finance, query services; bibliography; resource 

repository etc.

We hope that the information contained in the website will suffice your requirements. 

We would appreciate your comments & suggestion about the website so that we can 

update it as per the requirements of our browsers.

To
Book Post

Indian Environmental Society

l    l    

Please return, if undelivered :

U-112 (3rd Floor) Vidhata House
Vikas Marg, Shakarpur
Delhi - 110092   INDIA 
Phone: 22450749, 22046823, 22046824   Fax: 22523311
E-mail: iesenro@vsnl.com
Website:www.iesglobal.org  www.iesenvis.nic.in  www.iespanchayat.org

www.iespanchayat.orgWish you a Happy browsing on

Forthcoming Events



GoM to strengthen panchayati raj

The Panchayati Raj Ministry has 
proposed to set up a group of ministers (GoM) 
for strengthening the panchayati raj 
institutions. The Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh has approved the proposal.

Those likely to be in the GoM are the 
Ministers for Human Resouces Development, 
Agriculture and Consumer Affairs, Chemicals 
and Fertilizers, Finance, Tribal Affairs, Rural 
Development, Environmental and Forests, 
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